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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Thursday, September 8, 2022
Council Worksession Room
8:00 a.m.
AGENDA
1.

Call to Order

2.

Oath of Office

3.

Roll Call

4.

Approval of Meeting Minutes

5.

Old Business
A. EDC Fall 2022 Development Site Bus Tour Planning

6.

New Business
A.
B.
C.
D.

7.

C.A.R.E. Grant Program – Darin Berger, HRA Director
Commissioner Lee, PD Ride along Experience
Ag Area Master Plan Representatives
November Televised Meeting Planning

Communications and Reports
A. Marketing & Communications
• Discover Anoka
• Chamber of Commerce
• ABLA
B. Sub-committee Updates -None

8.

Miscellaneous
A. Discuss October’s Meeting Agenda.
B. Staff Update

9.

Adjournment

Memo
To:
From:
Date:
Re:

Economic Development Commission
Doug Borglund, Community Development Director
August 31, 2022
Thursday, September 8, 2022 Agenda

1.

Call to Order. This meeting will be held in the Council Work session Room at 8:00 a.m. at Anoka
City Hall.

2.

Roll Call. Staff will record the names of those present at the meeting.

3.

Approval of Meeting Minutes. (Action Required)
A.

August 11, 2022 Meeting Minutes

4.

Old Business
A. EDC Fall 2022 Development Site Bus Tour Planning

5.

New Business
A. C.A.R.E Curb Appeal Residential Enhancement Grant Program – Darin Berger, HRA Director
B. Commissioner Lee, PD Ride along Experience
C. Ag Area Master Plan Representatives
D. November Televised Meeting Planning

7.

Communications and Reports
A. Marketing & Communications. Staff and Commissioners will provide an update on the following.
•
•
•

8.

Discover Anoka Update
Chamber of Commerce
ABLA

Miscellaneous.
A. Discuss October Agenda – Staff would like to ask if the EDC has any special presentations they would
like or information they thought might be useful.
B. Staff Update

9.

Adjournment. Let’s plan to adjourn no later than 9:00 a.m.
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2015 First Avenue, Anoka, MN 55303
Phone: (763) 576-2700 Website: www.ci.anoka.mn.us

OATH OF OFFICE
STATE OF MINNESOTA

)

COUNTY OF ANOKA

)

CITY OF ANOKA

)

Bryan Beaudoin
I, ________________, do solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of the United States

of America, the Constitution of the State of Minnesota, and the Charter of the City of Anoka and
that I will faithfully and impartially discharge the duties as a member of the City of Anoka’s
Economic Development Commission
____________________________,
to which I have been appointed, to the best of my knowledge

and ability, so help me God.
____________________________________
Signature
ATTEST:
__________________________________
Doug Borglund

Staff Liaison, _______________________

08-15-2022

Appointed by the Anoka City Council _________________________.
12-31-2023

Term Expires: ____________________

Subscribed and sworn before me this the _______ day of _________________________, 2022.
______________________________
Notary Public

(stamp)

CITY OF ANOKA
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
AUGUST 11, 2022
Call to Order: Commissioner Rekstad called the EDC meeting to order at 8:04 a.m. at
Anoka City Hall, 2015 First Avenue North in the City of Anoka.
Roll Call: EDC Members present were: Mike Allen, Mathew Finn, Jeff Lee, Curt Rekstad,
Dave Sanasac, Julie Smith, and Logan Thompson. EDC members absent were: Quinn
Garrick. Staff present: Community Development Director Doug Borglund
Approval of Minutes: Commissioner Sanasac noted that his first name is missing from the
roll call.
MOTION BY COMMISSIONER LEE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER REKSTAD,
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JUNE 9, 2022 EDC MEETING, AS
AMENDED. MOTION CARRIED.
OLD BUSINESS:
None.
NEW BUSINESS:
EDC Resolutions Presented to City Council: Mr. Borglund stated that the EDC approved
resolutions were presented to the City Council related to the support for improvements at
Greenhaven, recommending the City consider planning improvements for the 7th
Avenue/East River Road corridor, and related to the proposed jail expansion.
Commissioner Lee stated that the Council unanimously agreed with the resolution related
to the jail expansion. He noted that it did not appear the Council had thought much about
the 7th Avenue/East River Road corridor and commented that perhaps that is something
that could be considered down the road. He stated that there was not as much agreement
related to the resolution for Greenhaven improvements. He recognized that the EDC does
not have the full picture when making such resolutions, such as financial implications.
Mr. Borglund stated that financing estimations for the Greenhaven project have ranged as
has the scale, potential funding, and potential cost.
Commissioner Lee commented that more than one member of the Council did not believe
the improvements would pay for themselves over time.
Commissioner Thompson commented that he attended a budget worksession at
Greenhaven and if that information were shared with the EDC perhaps that would have
been part of the discussion for the EDC. He noted that the way the golf course is setup, it
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is not self-sustaining and therefore after having that additional information he would feel
differently about supporting improvements at the course.
Anoka County Jail Update: Mr. Borglund stated that there was a meeting in July between
the County Board and City Council. He noted that the meeting prior, the City had
suggested a number of alternate sites outside of Anoka. He stated that the current jail is an
existing nonconforming use and therefore it can exist, but it cannot expand in that location.
He noted that there is nothing in State law that supersedes the zoning jurisdiction of the
City. He stated that the County continued to state that they would like to expand in the
current location and did not prefer an alternate location while the City continued to stand
firm on its position that the jail cannot expand in the current location. He commented that
he is unsure of the direction that this will take as there is also an election for Sheriff and
the candidates may not support a jail expansion. He commented that while the previously
discussed zoning change related to an allowed jail use near the State hospital has gone
through the necessary public hearings but has not yet been adopted.
Chairperson Finn asked if there are any other cities or counties that have a jail as the
centerpiece in their entertainment districts.
Mr. Borglund replied that the Police Chief looked into some of that information and
therefore he could request and share that information.
Amtrack Stop Update: Mr. Borglund commented that a few weeks ago he submitted a
formal request to the Amtrack Chicago office for an Anoka stop but has not yet heard back.
He noted that there is also a study going of the NorthStar involving all the cities along the
line to help determine its future.
Regulation of Cannabis Products in Minnesota: Mr. Borglund provided details on the new
State law which allows for the sale of edibles and beverages infused with THC. He stated
that an Anoka business participated in a recent worksession discussion as they sell those
types of products. He stated that the cities are attempting to determine how this should be
regulated. He noted that some cities have adopted a moratorium, but the Anoka City
Council provided direction to go with more of a licensing approach, similar to alcohol or
tobacco licensing.
Chairperson Finn asked the City’s rule at consumption at a public event.
Mr. Borglund stated that he is unsure of the City perspective. He stated that the State law
would allow for products within the allowed percentage.
Chairperson Finn stated that he would be concerned with having too much of a grey zone
that would be hard for enforcement.
Mr. Borglund recognized that there are a lot of questions on this topic that are still trying
to be resolved.
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Commissioner Lee asked if there was guidance on the type of business that can sell those
products.
Mr. Borglund commented that all the guidance has not yet been provided which is why
some cities have chosen the route of a moratorium at this time.
Commissioner Thompson noted the recent discussion of the School District to repurpose
Sandburg as a regional high school. He stated that House of Oilworx and he also believed
Main Floral sell the THC infused beverages which are in close proximity to the proposed
school location. He noted that perhaps distances to schools are considered in licensing.
Chairperson Finn assumed that they would be selling commercially packaged products and
not homemade products to ensure dosing is consistent.
Mr. Borglund confirmed there would be State licensing and allowed percentages of THC
for prepackaged sale.
Chairperson Finn asked if the businesses selling products would have similar
responsibilities as those selling alcohol and tobacco in terms of ensuring sales to minors
do not occur.
Mr. Borglund confirmed that would be one intent of licensing.
Chairperson Finn asked if establishing a certain distance from a school would push that
opportunity for sale outside of the downtown area.
Mr. Borglund noted that a number of options have been and continue to be discussed by
the City Council. He stated that currently the Council is not looking at prohibition but
licensing instead.
Commissioner Thompson noted that the two businesses he mentioned are only open until
5 and 6 p.m. and therefore he supports those hours but would be unsure about allowing
sales until 9 or 10 p.m.
Commissioner Lee asked if the legalization of edibles opens the door for more accidental
overdoses from other drugs. He stated that sometimes drugs can be laced with other drugs.
EDC Fall 2022 Development Site Bus Tour Planning: Mr. Borglund commented that he
does not have a budget for the tour and therefore would need to look into it more to
determine the available funding. He reviewed some of the questions he desired input on
from the Commission for the potential event.
Commissioner Smith suggested an RSVP format in order to plan for the appropriate size
of transportation.
Mr. Borglund confirmed there would be an RSVP.
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Commissioner Lee asked if the event would be open to members of the public.
Mr. Borglund replied that the event could be open to the EDC, Planning Commission, City
Council along with some development partners and financial contacts in the area.
Commissioner Lee commented that inviting potential developers would be prudent.
Mr. Borglund agreed that energy and seeing development can help to create more energy
and interest.
Commissioner Lee was unsure about inviting the Chamber of Commerce as that could
require a second bus. He noted that perhaps Pete Turok is invited.
Mr. Borglund stated that he could speak with Ms. Bowman to find out more details about
previous bus tours.
Commissioner Smith stated that she would prefer to keep the tour smaller. She noted that
the Commission could then use that knowledge to answer questions of others in the
community.
Commissioner Rekstad agreed that he would prefer to keep it with just the commissions
and City Council.
Commissioner Lee stated that perhaps one of the EDC meetings is a tour with a van to keep
it small and informal to start.
Mr. Borglund confirmed that the City would have a van available to use for that purpose.
Commissioner Lee stated that perhaps that it what they do to start and then the scale could
be increased in the future.
Mr. Borglund confirmed that they could do a small Commission tour in the fall with a
larger tour in the spring.
Commissioner Lee stated that he would still like to do the larger bus tour in the fall because
of the development that is occurring and the potential for development in other areas.
Chairperson Finn stated that he also supports the idea to hold the larger tour in the fall. He
stated that perhaps it is setup like a parade of homes with people driving their own vehicles,
beginning at Greenhaven, and then making different stops in the community and circling
back to Greenhaven. He noted that would eliminate the responsibility to transport everyone
around the city but still be a way to feature and speak about different development sites.
Mr. Borglund commented that would be a big orchestration and was unsure he would have
time to put that together. He stated that perhaps there is one bus with the commissioners
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from different boards, key folks in the development community, the Chamber of
Commerce President, and maybe a County Commissioner. He stated that they could grow
the event to make it more in future years. He commented that he was thinking of October
for the tour as that would give him some time for planning. He confirmed the consensus
to hold the event on a weekday and perhaps arrange to use the golf simulators are
Greenhaven at the conclusion of the event.
COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS:
Marketing and Communications Updates:
•
•
•

Discover Anoka: Minutes were provided from their last meeting.
Chamber of Commerce: Minutes were provided from their last meeting.
ABLA: Mr. Borglund provided a brief summary of the recent discussions
of that group noting that he also provided a development update.

Subcommittee Updates: None.
MISCELLANEOUS:
Discuss September Meeting Agenda: Commissioner Lee stated that he will going on a ride
along with the Anoka Police this weekend and will share his experience.
Commissioner Smith asked for an update on the 10k and Lucky 13 proposals.
Mr. Borglund replied that issue is sitting idle. He stated that the Council did provide
direction to have the site appraised as the two offers were below appraised value. He also
provided an update on the HRA grant program and properties that were awarded grants for
improvement projects. He also provided information he gathered on micro transit.
Staff Update: No additional comments.
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned upon a motion by Commissioner Lee, a second
by Commissioner Smith, and a unanimous vote of those present at 9:24 a.m.
Amanda Staple, TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc.
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EDC Fall 2022 Development Bus Tour Planning Thoughts:
Event Planning Questions:
Day of the week?
Time of day?
Who should be invited?
Transportation?
Food/Beverages at Green Haven?
Tour Guide?
NOTE: I don’t have money in my budget for this event so I will have to talk with the City
Manager and Finance Director for further direction and options once we have a plan.
Proposed Itinerary:
Bus leaves Green Haven and stops at the following locations
1. American Senior Cooperative Site
2. Highland Park Redevelopment Area/Parkway
3. City Golf Maint. Facility
4. Pinewski Development
5. 4th and Johnson development site
6. 4th and Grant development site
7. David Weekly Homes Riverside development
8. Havens for Heroes
9. VOA Phase 3
10. Kwik Trip
11. Eastview Meadows
12. Cube Smart Indoor Storage
13. Patriot Homes Lots/Wash and South Street
14. Former Hardee’s Site
15. 7th and Main Development Site
16. City Police Training Facility
17. Anoka Ag Area Vision
18. Restaurant Pad and Development Site by City Hall
19. Jackson Street Area Vision
20. Care Center on West Main
Back to Green Haven….food/beverages are served.

Northstar Corridor
Community
Meeting Minutes
DATE:

August 23, 2022

TO:

Invitees, Attendees

FROM:

Anthony Hebert, Director-Commuter Rail
Meeting of the Northstar Corridor Communities
Via MS Teams Meeting

Anthony Hebert-Chair, MT
Brian Funk, MT
Matthew Dake, MT
Michael Pal, MT
Anj Olsen, MT
Laura Baenen, MT
Greg Vetter, BNSF

I.

II.

Committee Members

Dave Green, Metro Bus
Michael Kedrowski, Metro Bus
Clark Palmer, City of Anoka
Sean Sullivan, City of Ramsey
Brian Hagen, City of Ramsey
Lucinda Spanier, City of Big Lake

Doug Borglund, City of Anoka
Matthew Brown, City of CR
Zack Carlton, City of Elk River
Rachel Workin, City of Fridley
Stacy Stromberg, City of Fridley
Meghan Mathson, Anoka County

CALL TO ORDER/INTRODUCTIONS
In attendance: Tony Hebert, Brian Funk, Matt Dake, Michael Pal, Anj Olsen, Meghan Mathson,
Stacy Stromberg, Michael Kedrowski, Sean Sullivan, Greg Vetter.
COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULE
• Meet once a quarter.
• Next meeting December 6, 2022
• If committee members cannot attend, it is recommended that a delegate is assigned.

III.

METRO TRANSIT – COMMUTER RAIL (Anthony Hebert)
• Tony introduced Michael Pal, Deputy COO and Matthew Dake, Deputy COO-Maintenance
at Metro Transit.
• Ridership numbers have plateaued – July being the highest ridership numbers at 430+ a trip
• Northstar continues to operate a reduce service schedule.
• On Time Performance continues to hit goals.
• Brian Funk stated that service restoration is a priority and despite shifts in recovery planning,
Metro Transit continues to examine ways to boost ridership via service changes. Metro
Transit is taking steps to be prepared for eventual service increases. Funding issues continue
to be the main component of service recovery planning.
• Anj Olsen stated that Commuter Rail focused billboards are located Westbound in Anoka
and Eastbound towards Fridley. Social Media advertising is ongoing.

IV.

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION
• Michael Kedrowski (Metro Bus)
− Ridership was 705 in May, 825 in June and 841 in July. Basically, same service numbers
as 2020. County Fair attendees showed interest in commuter rail service, especially those
who used to ride. Bus operator hiring for Metro Bus is ongoing.
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•

•

•

•

V.
CC:

Sean Sullivan (City of Ramsey)
- Several communities are involved with a legislative-led study who meet monthly. The
contact person for this study is Matthew Stegeman, SRF Consulting Group,
651.333.4139; mstegeman@srfconsulting.com
Meghan Mathson (Anoka County)
- Promoting a fall commuter challenge alongside regional campaigns. Remote working
continues to be the challenge. Continuing work to get word out to community members
about using different modes of transit.
Stacy Stromberg (City of Fridley)
- East side of Fridley Station completely developed; income restricted, multi-family
building; senior living and retail. Meeting with Metro Transit regarding development of
west side of station. Preliminary interest for townhome style housing.
Greg Vetter (BNSF)
- BNSF supportive of eventual increase in service. Despite limitation with BNSF
workforce, BNSF can support increase of 8 trips a day without need to hire additional
crewmembers.
- Rail construction between Fridley and Coon Rapids will create slight delays in the next
couple of days. Construction along railway ongoing but shouldn’t delay commuter rail
schedule.

CLOSING
Attendees, Committee Members

Northstar Corridor Community Meeting – August 23, 2022

Page 2

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Thursday, September 8, 2022
Council Worksession Room
8:00 a.m.
AGENDA
1.

Call to Order

2.

Oath of Office

3.

Roll Call

4.

Approval of Meeting Minutes

5.

Old Business
A. EDC Fall 2022 Development Site Bus Tour Planning

6.

New Business
A.
B.
C.
D.

7.

C.A.R.E. Grant Program – Darin Berger, HRA Director
Commissioner Lee, PD Ride along Experience
Ag Area Master Plan Representatives
November Televised Meeting Planning

Communications and Reports
A. Marketing & Communications
• Discover Anoka
• Chamber of Commerce
• ABLA
B. Sub-committee Updates -None

8.

Miscellaneous
A. Discuss October’s Meeting Agenda.
B. Staff Update

9.

Adjournment

Memo
To:
From:
Date:
Re:

Economic Development Commission
Doug Borglund, Community Development Director
August 31, 2022
Thursday, September 8, 2022 Agenda

1.

Call to Order. This meeting will be held in the Council Work session Room at 8:00 a.m. at Anoka
City Hall.

2.

Roll Call. Staff will record the names of those present at the meeting.

3.

Approval of Meeting Minutes. (Action Required)
A.

August 11, 2022 Meeting Minutes

4.

Old Business
A. EDC Fall 2022 Development Site Bus Tour Planning

5.

New Business
A. C.A.R.E Curb Appeal Residential Enhancement Grant Program – Darin Berger, HRA Director
B. Commissioner Lee, PD Ride along Experience
C. Ag Area Master Plan Representatives
D. November Televised Meeting Planning

7.

Communications and Reports
A. Marketing & Communications. Staff and Commissioners will provide an update on the following.
•
•
•

8.

Discover Anoka Update
Chamber of Commerce
ABLA

Miscellaneous.
A. Discuss October Agenda – Staff would like to ask if the EDC has any special presentations they would
like or information they thought might be useful.
B. Staff Update

9.

Adjournment. Let’s plan to adjourn no later than 9:00 a.m.

2015 First Avenue, Anoka, MN 55303
Phone: (763) 576-2700 Website: www.ci.anoka.mn.us

OATH OF OFFICE
STATE OF MINNESOTA

)

COUNTY OF ANOKA

)

CITY OF ANOKA

)

Bryan Beaudoin
I, ________________, do solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of the United States

of America, the Constitution of the State of Minnesota, and the Charter of the City of Anoka and
that I will faithfully and impartially discharge the duties as a member of the City of Anoka’s
Economic Development Commission
____________________________,
to which I have been appointed, to the best of my knowledge

and ability, so help me God.
____________________________________
Signature
ATTEST:
__________________________________
Doug Borglund

Staff Liaison, _______________________

08-15-2022

Appointed by the Anoka City Council _________________________.
12-31-2023

Term Expires: ____________________

Subscribed and sworn before me this the _______ day of _________________________, 2022.
______________________________
Notary Public

(stamp)

CITY OF ANOKA
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
AUGUST 11, 2022
Call to Order: Commissioner Rekstad called the EDC meeting to order at 8:04 a.m. at
Anoka City Hall, 2015 First Avenue North in the City of Anoka.
Roll Call: EDC Members present were: Mike Allen, Mathew Finn, Jeff Lee, Curt Rekstad,
Dave Sanasac, Julie Smith, and Logan Thompson. EDC members absent were: Quinn
Garrick. Staff present: Community Development Director Doug Borglund
Approval of Minutes: Commissioner Sanasac noted that his first name is missing from the
roll call.
MOTION BY COMMISSIONER LEE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER REKSTAD,
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JUNE 9, 2022 EDC MEETING, AS
AMENDED. MOTION CARRIED.
OLD BUSINESS:
None.
NEW BUSINESS:
EDC Resolutions Presented to City Council: Mr. Borglund stated that the EDC approved
resolutions were presented to the City Council related to the support for improvements at
Greenhaven, recommending the City consider planning improvements for the 7th
Avenue/East River Road corridor, and related to the proposed jail expansion.
Commissioner Lee stated that the Council unanimously agreed with the resolution related
to the jail expansion. He noted that it did not appear the Council had thought much about
the 7th Avenue/East River Road corridor and commented that perhaps that is something
that could be considered down the road. He stated that there was not as much agreement
related to the resolution for Greenhaven improvements. He recognized that the EDC does
not have the full picture when making such resolutions, such as financial implications.
Mr. Borglund stated that financing estimations for the Greenhaven project have ranged as
has the scale, potential funding, and potential cost.
Commissioner Lee commented that more than one member of the Council did not believe
the improvements would pay for themselves over time.
Commissioner Thompson commented that he attended a budget worksession at
Greenhaven and if that information were shared with the EDC perhaps that would have
been part of the discussion for the EDC. He noted that the way the golf course is setup, it
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is not self-sustaining and therefore after having that additional information he would feel
differently about supporting improvements at the course.
Anoka County Jail Update: Mr. Borglund stated that there was a meeting in July between
the County Board and City Council. He noted that the meeting prior, the City had
suggested a number of alternate sites outside of Anoka. He stated that the current jail is an
existing nonconforming use and therefore it can exist, but it cannot expand in that location.
He noted that there is nothing in State law that supersedes the zoning jurisdiction of the
City. He stated that the County continued to state that they would like to expand in the
current location and did not prefer an alternate location while the City continued to stand
firm on its position that the jail cannot expand in the current location. He commented that
he is unsure of the direction that this will take as there is also an election for Sheriff and
the candidates may not support a jail expansion. He commented that while the previously
discussed zoning change related to an allowed jail use near the State hospital has gone
through the necessary public hearings but has not yet been adopted.
Chairperson Finn asked if there are any other cities or counties that have a jail as the
centerpiece in their entertainment districts.
Mr. Borglund replied that the Police Chief looked into some of that information and
therefore he could request and share that information.
Amtrack Stop Update: Mr. Borglund commented that a few weeks ago he submitted a
formal request to the Amtrack Chicago office for an Anoka stop but has not yet heard back.
He noted that there is also a study going of the NorthStar involving all the cities along the
line to help determine its future.
Regulation of Cannabis Products in Minnesota: Mr. Borglund provided details on the new
State law which allows for the sale of edibles and beverages infused with THC. He stated
that an Anoka business participated in a recent worksession discussion as they sell those
types of products. He stated that the cities are attempting to determine how this should be
regulated. He noted that some cities have adopted a moratorium, but the Anoka City
Council provided direction to go with more of a licensing approach, similar to alcohol or
tobacco licensing.
Chairperson Finn asked the City’s rule at consumption at a public event.
Mr. Borglund stated that he is unsure of the City perspective. He stated that the State law
would allow for products within the allowed percentage.
Chairperson Finn stated that he would be concerned with having too much of a grey zone
that would be hard for enforcement.
Mr. Borglund recognized that there are a lot of questions on this topic that are still trying
to be resolved.
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Commissioner Lee asked if there was guidance on the type of business that can sell those
products.
Mr. Borglund commented that all the guidance has not yet been provided which is why
some cities have chosen the route of a moratorium at this time.
Commissioner Thompson noted the recent discussion of the School District to repurpose
Sandburg as a regional high school. He stated that House of Oilworx and he also believed
Main Floral sell the THC infused beverages which are in close proximity to the proposed
school location. He noted that perhaps distances to schools are considered in licensing.
Chairperson Finn assumed that they would be selling commercially packaged products and
not homemade products to ensure dosing is consistent.
Mr. Borglund confirmed there would be State licensing and allowed percentages of THC
for prepackaged sale.
Chairperson Finn asked if the businesses selling products would have similar
responsibilities as those selling alcohol and tobacco in terms of ensuring sales to minors
do not occur.
Mr. Borglund confirmed that would be one intent of licensing.
Chairperson Finn asked if establishing a certain distance from a school would push that
opportunity for sale outside of the downtown area.
Mr. Borglund noted that a number of options have been and continue to be discussed by
the City Council. He stated that currently the Council is not looking at prohibition but
licensing instead.
Commissioner Thompson noted that the two businesses he mentioned are only open until
5 and 6 p.m. and therefore he supports those hours but would be unsure about allowing
sales until 9 or 10 p.m.
Commissioner Lee asked if the legalization of edibles opens the door for more accidental
overdoses from other drugs. He stated that sometimes drugs can be laced with other drugs.
EDC Fall 2022 Development Site Bus Tour Planning: Mr. Borglund commented that he
does not have a budget for the tour and therefore would need to look into it more to
determine the available funding. He reviewed some of the questions he desired input on
from the Commission for the potential event.
Commissioner Smith suggested an RSVP format in order to plan for the appropriate size
of transportation.
Mr. Borglund confirmed there would be an RSVP.
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Commissioner Lee asked if the event would be open to members of the public.
Mr. Borglund replied that the event could be open to the EDC, Planning Commission, City
Council along with some development partners and financial contacts in the area.
Commissioner Lee commented that inviting potential developers would be prudent.
Mr. Borglund agreed that energy and seeing development can help to create more energy
and interest.
Commissioner Lee was unsure about inviting the Chamber of Commerce as that could
require a second bus. He noted that perhaps Pete Turok is invited.
Mr. Borglund stated that he could speak with Ms. Bowman to find out more details about
previous bus tours.
Commissioner Smith stated that she would prefer to keep the tour smaller. She noted that
the Commission could then use that knowledge to answer questions of others in the
community.
Commissioner Rekstad agreed that he would prefer to keep it with just the commissions
and City Council.
Commissioner Lee stated that perhaps one of the EDC meetings is a tour with a van to keep
it small and informal to start.
Mr. Borglund confirmed that the City would have a van available to use for that purpose.
Commissioner Lee stated that perhaps that it what they do to start and then the scale could
be increased in the future.
Mr. Borglund confirmed that they could do a small Commission tour in the fall with a
larger tour in the spring.
Commissioner Lee stated that he would still like to do the larger bus tour in the fall because
of the development that is occurring and the potential for development in other areas.
Chairperson Finn stated that he also supports the idea to hold the larger tour in the fall. He
stated that perhaps it is setup like a parade of homes with people driving their own vehicles,
beginning at Greenhaven, and then making different stops in the community and circling
back to Greenhaven. He noted that would eliminate the responsibility to transport everyone
around the city but still be a way to feature and speak about different development sites.
Mr. Borglund commented that would be a big orchestration and was unsure he would have
time to put that together. He stated that perhaps there is one bus with the commissioners
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from different boards, key folks in the development community, the Chamber of
Commerce President, and maybe a County Commissioner. He stated that they could grow
the event to make it more in future years. He commented that he was thinking of October
for the tour as that would give him some time for planning. He confirmed the consensus
to hold the event on a weekday and perhaps arrange to use the golf simulators are
Greenhaven at the conclusion of the event.
COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS:
Marketing and Communications Updates:
•
•
•

Discover Anoka: Minutes were provided from their last meeting.
Chamber of Commerce: Minutes were provided from their last meeting.
ABLA: Mr. Borglund provided a brief summary of the recent discussions
of that group noting that he also provided a development update.

Subcommittee Updates: None.
MISCELLANEOUS:
Discuss September Meeting Agenda: Commissioner Lee stated that he will going on a ride
along with the Anoka Police this weekend and will share his experience.
Commissioner Smith asked for an update on the 10k and Lucky 13 proposals.
Mr. Borglund replied that issue is sitting idle. He stated that the Council did provide
direction to have the site appraised as the two offers were below appraised value. He also
provided an update on the HRA grant program and properties that were awarded grants for
improvement projects. He also provided information he gathered on micro transit.
Staff Update: No additional comments.
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned upon a motion by Commissioner Lee, a second
by Commissioner Smith, and a unanimous vote of those present at 9:24 a.m.
Amanda Staple, TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc.
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EDC Fall 2022 Development Bus Tour Planning Thoughts:
Event Planning Questions:
Day of the week?
Time of day?
Who should be invited?
Transportation?
Food/Beverages at Green Haven?
Tour Guide?
NOTE: I don’t have money in my budget for this event so I will have to talk with the City
Manager and Finance Director for further direction and options once we have a plan.
Proposed Itinerary:
Bus leaves Green Haven and stops at the following locations
1. American Senior Cooperative Site
2. Highland Park Redevelopment Area/Parkway
3. City Golf Maint. Facility
4. Pinewski Development
5. 4th and Johnson development site
6. 4th and Grant development site
7. David Weekly Homes Riverside development
8. Havens for Heroes
9. VOA Phase 3
10. Kwik Trip
11. Eastview Meadows
12. Cube Smart Indoor Storage
13. Patriot Homes Lots/Wash and South Street
14. Former Hardee’s Site
15. 7th and Main Development Site
16. City Police Training Facility
17. Anoka Ag Area Vision
18. Restaurant Pad and Development Site by City Hall
19. Jackson Street Area Vision
20. Care Center on West Main
Back to Green Haven….food/beverages are served.

Anoka Business & Landowners Association
Regular Board of Director Meeting Minutes
August 2, 2022
Present: Peter Beberg, Mike Cofrin, Steve Jenson, Kathy Kujawa, Jeremy McFarland, Dick Mussell,
Dan Pinewski, Tiffany Talbot.
Absent: Laura Johnson.
Guests: Doug Borglund, Jeff Weaver.
The regular monthly ABLA Board Meeting was called to order by President Peter Beberg at 7:32 am.
The Meeting Minutes from the June 7, 2022, Board of Directors meeting were discussed. Dick Mussell
made a motion to accept the minutes as presented. Dan Pinewski seconded the motion. All ayes.
New Business:
2022 Gray Ghost Run Update & Discussion-Peter Turok updated the Board on the run. He stated that,
per the Board’s direction from the June meeting, Kathy Kujawa, Steve Jenson and Mr. Turok met with
Mike Cofrin to discuss a partnership with him. He stated that Mr. Cofrin presented the following proposal
to ABLA; ABLA would receive $5 per runner for the first 1,532 runners and then for every additional
runner, ABLA would receive $2.50 per runner. A contribution in the amount of not less than $1000 would
be made annually to the Dr. William Andberg Scholarship at Anoka High School and a contribution in the
amount of $1000 would be made annually to Anoka Halloween. Mr. Turok stated that the representatives
from ABLA agreed to Mr. Cofrin’s proposal. No action was needed by the Board at this meeting as they
had given Ms. Kujawa, Mr. Jenson and Mr. Turok the power to act on their behalf. Discussion was held.
Peter Turok stated that he has begun working with Mr. Cofrin on the 2022/2023 race. More on this at
future meetings.
Discover Anoka Contribution Discussion-Peter Turok stated that the issue of a contribution to Discover
Anoka needed to be addressed. He updated the Board on past contributions that have come from the Gray
Ghost run. With changes in the race moving forward, the Board needed to discuss the issue. Mr. Turok
updated the Board on past contributions and options moving forward. Discussion was held. Dick Mussell
stated that ALBA should fund Discover Anoka from the Street Light Fund. Jeff Weaver stated that he liked
the idea as the fund it would come from is being put back to use from those that contribute to the fund.
Discussion continued. Dick Mussell made a motion to give $3000 from the Street Light Fund to the
Discover Anoka Merchant Marketing Group. Jeremy McFarland seconded the motion. All ayes
Other BusinessDevelopment News-Doug Borglund from the City of Anoka gave a development update.
Mr. Borglund stated that 623 East Main Street is going to be a business called Home Goods.
He updated the Board on the Amtrak stop being discussed for Anoka. He stated that city officials have
submitted a proposal to Amtrak for the stop.
Mr. Borglund stated that overall, the Highway 10 project is going along well. He added that West Main
Street had recently reopened.

He updated the board on the sale of THC projects. The city is looking at this & ordinances.
Mr. Borglund stated that the VOA phase 3 project will start this fall.
He updated the Board on Highway 47. He stated that the council and MNDot have met and are looking at
options.
He updated the Board on Greenhaven golf course. He stated that the city is discussion a possible purchase
of Boldoc.
Mr. Borglund updated the Board on the Rum River Dam. He stated that a group of legislators and the city
have discussed upgrades to the dam with a possible bonding bill to pay for it.
He updated the Board on the County Jail discussion. He stated that the city council and staff have meet and
looked at ideas for alternatives. Discussion was held. Mr. Borglund stated he would keep ABLA abreast
of this project.
Finally, Mr. Borglund updated the 7th and East Main Street building. He stated that the developers are
looking a possible tenants.
Other BusinessWith no further business, the meeting was adjourned on a motion by Dan Pinewski and seconded by Mike
Cofrin. All ayes.
Respectfully submitted,

Peter Turok
Executive Secretary
Anoka Business & Landowners Association

Northstar Corridor
Community
Meeting Minutes
DATE:

August 23, 2022

TO:

Invitees, Attendees

FROM:

Anthony Hebert, Director-Commuter Rail
Meeting of the Northstar Corridor Communities
Via MS Teams Meeting

Anthony Hebert-Chair, MT
Brian Funk, MT
Matthew Dake, MT
Michael Pal, MT
Anj Olsen, MT
Laura Baenen, MT
Greg Vetter, BNSF

I.

II.

Committee Members

Dave Green, Metro Bus
Michael Kedrowski, Metro Bus
Clark Palmer, City of Anoka
Sean Sullivan, City of Ramsey
Brian Hagen, City of Ramsey
Lucinda Spanier, City of Big Lake

Doug Borglund, City of Anoka
Matthew Brown, City of CR
Zack Carlton, City of Elk River
Rachel Workin, City of Fridley
Stacy Stromberg, City of Fridley
Meghan Mathson, Anoka County

CALL TO ORDER/INTRODUCTIONS
In attendance: Tony Hebert, Brian Funk, Matt Dake, Michael Pal, Anj Olsen, Meghan Mathson,
Stacy Stromberg, Michael Kedrowski, Sean Sullivan, Greg Vetter.
COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULE
• Meet once a quarter.
• Next meeting December 6, 2022
• If committee members cannot attend, it is recommended that a delegate is assigned.

III.

METRO TRANSIT – COMMUTER RAIL (Anthony Hebert)
• Tony introduced Michael Pal, Deputy COO and Matthew Dake, Deputy COO-Maintenance
at Metro Transit.
• Ridership numbers have plateaued – July being the highest ridership numbers at 430+ a trip
• Northstar continues to operate a reduce service schedule.
• On Time Performance continues to hit goals.
• Brian Funk stated that service restoration is a priority and despite shifts in recovery planning,
Metro Transit continues to examine ways to boost ridership via service changes. Metro
Transit is taking steps to be prepared for eventual service increases. Funding issues continue
to be the main component of service recovery planning.
• Anj Olsen stated that Commuter Rail focused billboards are located Westbound in Anoka
and Eastbound towards Fridley. Social Media advertising is ongoing.

IV.

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION
• Michael Kedrowski (Metro Bus)
− Ridership was 705 in May, 825 in June and 841 in July. Basically, same service numbers
as 2020. County Fair attendees showed interest in commuter rail service, especially those
who used to ride. Bus operator hiring for Metro Bus is ongoing.
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•

•

•

•

V.
CC:

Sean Sullivan (City of Ramsey)
- Several communities are involved with a legislative-led study who meet monthly. The
contact person for this study is Matthew Stegeman, SRF Consulting Group,
651.333.4139; mstegeman@srfconsulting.com
Meghan Mathson (Anoka County)
- Promoting a fall commuter challenge alongside regional campaigns. Remote working
continues to be the challenge. Continuing work to get word out to community members
about using different modes of transit.
Stacy Stromberg (City of Fridley)
- East side of Fridley Station completely developed; income restricted, multi-family
building; senior living and retail. Meeting with Metro Transit regarding development of
west side of station. Preliminary interest for townhome style housing.
Greg Vetter (BNSF)
- BNSF supportive of eventual increase in service. Despite limitation with BNSF
workforce, BNSF can support increase of 8 trips a day without need to hire additional
crewmembers.
- Rail construction between Fridley and Coon Rapids will create slight delays in the next
couple of days. Construction along railway ongoing but shouldn’t delay commuter rail
schedule.

CLOSING
Attendees, Committee Members
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