Anoka City Hall, City Council Chambers (2nd floor), 5:00 p.m.

Tuesday, November 9, 2021

I.
II.

Call to Order
Roll Call

III.

Approval of Minutes
a. September 14, 2021
b. October 12, 2021

IV.

Open Forum

V.

VI.

Annual Televised Meeting
a. Introductions of Commissioners
b. Overview of HPC Purpose, Programs, Projects
c. Heritage Preservation Awards
i. James & Barb Abeler, 300 East Main Street (Old Post Office)
ii. Robert Overman and Lynette LeFleur-Overman, 1808 5th Ave
iii. James Neilson
d. Expansion of City Register and Public Hearing
i.
Evaluation of Anoka Water Works, Electric Light & Power Company Building;
2831 Ferry Street
ii.
Evaluation of Anoka City Hall; 2015 1st Ave
iii. Evaluation of the Giddings “Stone House,” West Bank of the Rum River
e. Recognition of Anna Arnold Hedgeman
Adjournment

Minutes of the
Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC)
Held at 5:00 p.m., Tuesday, September 14, 2021
Committee Room, Anoka City Hall
I.

Call to Order
p.m.

II.

Roll Call
Members present: Vice Chair Barb Thurston, Commissioners Colleen Hansen,
Elizabeth McFarland, Cory Rahn, Lisa Silberg-Jurek

III.

Vice Chair Barb Thurston called the regular meeting to order at 5:00

Members absent:

Chair Bart Ward, Commissioners Peg Flaig (resigned)

Others present:

None

Staff present:

Clark Palmer, City Planner

Approval of Minutes
Vice Chair Thurston noted clarification was needed on Page 6 that fundraising pavers
were ordered in groups of 10 of each size.
MOTION TO APPROVE MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 10, 2021, MEETING BY
COMMISSIONER SILBERG-JUREK, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER RAHN
AS CORRECTED. MOTION CARRIED 5-0.

IV.

Old Business
A. 2021 Goals
Mr. Palmer said each year the Commission adopted their previous year’s top five
accomplishments and five goals for the upcoming year and that review of the adopted
goals would be discussed at each meeting for progress checks. He reviewed the five
adopted goals specifically the Stonehouse and expanding the City registry with
inclusion of the Stonehouse as designating it as a historic site. He said final reports
should be received from the consultant to include in the registry in time for the
televised meeting and that drafts will be completed by next month’s meeting for
approval for presentation to the City Council to expand the City’s register.
Mr. Palmer reviewed topics for the upcoming televised meeting that will include the
awards ceremony, expansion of the City’s register, and other topics.
Vice Chair Thurston shared estimates she received from a neighbor to create 30
frames for sandwich boards of approximately $70 each and suggested that he create

one frame for approval prior to purchase. Discussion was held on parameters of the
frame, including painting.
MOTION TO APPROVE EXPENDITURE OF 30 SANDWICH BOARD SIGN
FRAMES UPON ACCEPTABLE REVIEW OF A SAMPLE PROVIDED BY
COMMISSIONER MCFARLAND, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
SILBERG-JUREK. MOTION CARRIED 5-0.
Mr. Palmer said he would contact the Sign Station to create sign faces in conjunction
with the frames for a total cost. Discussion was held regarding a cap on the amount
paid by the City for replacement signs which would be decided at a later date.
B. Expansion of City Register
Mr. Palmer shared about the consultant who was finalizing the report on the
pumphouse and criteria used to determine its historical significance. He said while he
was unsure if City Hall would qualify he thought it would, adding the pumphouse had
a lot of history but the Stonehouse was difficult because the year of construction is
unknown. He reviewed the criteria in detail and if the structure had historical interest
and value as part of the culture and if the site had more significance to the Giddings
family or to community as a whole. The Commission shared comments and
concluded the Stonehouse should be designated a historic site, adding the Giddings
Garden was already in place and could be combined.
Mr. Palmer said the consultant had suggested amending the register to include both
the Stonehouse and the Garden instead. He explained a survey would not be needed
then spoke about the difficulties in describing where both were and said he would
contact the consultant with reasons. He stated the formal report would be presented
on November 15 to the City Council.
C. Witch Medallion Paver Program
Mr. Palmer said he has received a lot of interest in the program which resulted in the
pavers being close to sold out and asked if we wanted to order more. Discussion was
held on how much to order and that once seen more would likely be requested. They
discussed how people will want to see the items are tax deductible and how funds
should be earmarked for a specific purpose.
Commissioner Silberg-Jurek asked if the funds could be designated for sandwich
board signs. Mr. Palmer cautioned about placing the funds in a general account
instead of a specific purpose.
Vice Chair Thurston suggested a paver could be presented to award recipients too.
Commission consensus was to include the pavers on the City’s website, place another
order for 10 more of each size, and the creation of a future fundraiser program.

Discussion was held about the upcoming Anoka and Ramsey solution construction
projects.
V.

New Business
A. Civil Rights Activist Anna Arnold Hedgeman Photo
Mr. Palmer shared a photo submitted of Anna Arnold Hedgeman and asked for the
Commission’s direction on how to display. Vice Chair Thurston suggested framing and
displaying with the vignettes at City Hall with verbiage.
Mr. Palmer spoke about the intent to name the library after Ms. Hedgeman as well as
inclusion in school district curriculum. He spoke about inclusion on interpretative
signage and how more information was needed regarding Ms. Hedgeman’s former home
in Anoka.
Mr. Palmer said he would include more at the next Commission meeting about including
history on Ms. Hedgeman for the upcoming televised meeting.

VI.

Committee Reports
A. Heritage Preservation Award Committee (Thurston, Silberg-Jurek)
No further report.
B. Fundraising Committee (Rahn, Flaig)
Discussion was held about the future of the fundraising committee.
C. Event Committee (Ward, McFarland, Hansen)
No further report.

VII.

Adjournment
MOTION TO ADJOURN BY COMMISSIONER RAHN, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER MCFARLAND, MOTION CARRIED 5-0 AT 6:08 P.M.

Minutes of the
Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC)
Held at 5:00 p.m., Tuesday, October 12, 2021
Committee Room, Anoka City Hall
I.

Call to Order

II.

Roll Call
Members present: Chair Bart Ward, Commissioners Barb Thurston, Elizabeth
McFarland, Cory Rahn

III.

Chair Bart Ward called the regular meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

Members absent:

Commissioners Colleen Hansen, Lisa Silberg-Jurek

Others present:

None

Staff present:

Clark Palmer, City Planner

Approval of Minutes
None.

IV.

Old Business
A. 2021 Goals
Mr. Palmer said each year the Commission adopted their previous year’s top five
accomplishments and five goals for the upcoming year and that review of the adopted
goals would be discussed at each meeting for progress checks. He reviewed the five
adopted goals specifically the Stonehouse and expanding the City registry with inclusion
of the Stonehouse as designating it as a historic site.
B. Sandwich Board Sign Program
Commissioner Thurston shared a prototype of the sandwich board sign frames. The
Commission liked the sample and discussed ordering, adding the importance of
continuing the program. Mr. Palmer said he would check on the possibility of bulk
pricing.
MOTION TO APPROVE ORDERING 30 SANDWICH BOARD SIGN FRAMES
BY COMMISSIONER RAHN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER THURSTON.
MOTION CARRIED 4-0.
C. Expansion of City Register
Mr. Palmer shared about expansion of the City register and inclusion of the pump house
and three additional properties for the November 9 television meeting. He spoke about
eligibility of findings and the need to have a motion on each of the properties to be
included.

Chair Ward said he was pleased with the consultant’s reports and summary. Mr. Palmer
spoke about the water works building and the WPA and said he was glad for the direction
as the consultant had the time to research and properly address these concepts.
Mr. Palmer spoke about the importance of the Stonehouse and its significance and the
work of Mr. Giddings and the family, stating the national registry level’s criteria includes
integrity and lack of changes over time and that while City code is not as strict much of
the original City Hall remains and should be included in the registry.
Chair Ward said decisions will be needed regarding work on the Stonehouse, including
culverts and mason work, and that he liked the consultant’s work to date.
Commissioner Thurston said she was impressed with the historical photos provided
showing different sites before and after then commented how the Council Chambers used
to be used for municipal court. Chair Ward noted the original flooring was cork in order
to decrease sound during hearings.
Mr. Palmer asked the Board to forward any corrections or changes to the report.
Commissioner Thurston referred to one change that referred to the Anoka Water Works
building should be City Hall.
D. Witch Medallion Paver Program
Mr. Palmer said the total order of pavers have been shipped and should arrive in the next
few days. Discussion was held on how to sell and fundraise from these pavers, review of
profits received, and the importance of promoting during Halloween. Discussion was
held about somewhat limiting sales to create demand then promoting for next year at both
Riverfest and Anoka Halloween and possibly include engraving options for names.
Mr. Palmer outlined potential profits from the pavers that will result in over $300.
Discussion was held on whether to increase the sale price for more profit. Commissioner
Thurston suggested including one in each City park.
E. Planning for Televised Meeting November 9, 2021
Chair Ward spoke about the need for Commissioners to introduce themselves first then
review the Commission’s programs and goals including fundraising, HPC districts, City
register, interpretive signs, national register plaques, home and garden tours, WPA
sidewalk historical items in the City, permit review work, educating and advising the
Council on historic sites, joint committee with Veterans Park, HPC ordinance, and work
with the HRA on home preservation. He said after the overview that awards should be
presented then conclude with encouraging new members to join.
Mr. Palmer said he would contact both Senator Abeler and Jim Nielson and invite them
to attend and receive their awards. He outlined the trophies that will be ordered from
Sterling Trophy for the three awards and would confirm if any others should be included.

Commissioner Thurston noted the Anoka High School Alumni added Anna Arnold
Hedgeman to their Hall of Fame and that she would highlight her work at the meeting as
well.
V.

New Business
None.

VI.

Committee Reports
A. Heritage Preservation Award Committee (Thurston, Silberg-Jurek)
No further report.
B. Fundraising Committee (Rahn)
No further report.
C. Event Committee (Ward, McFarland, Hansen)
Discussion was held on holding a fundraiser event at Nucky’s Speakeasy in early
May, in addition to the televised meeting.

VII.

Adjournment
MOTION TO ADJOURN BY COMMISSIONER RAHN, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER MCFARLAND, MOTION CARRIED 4-0 AT 5:58 P.M.

Recognizes

James & Barb Abeler
For interior renovations that preserve and enhance
the historic character of the commercial property
located at

300 East Main Street
Anoka, MN 55303
(Old Post Office)
Awarded 2021

Recognizes

Robert Overman &
Lynette LeFleur-Overman
For interior and exterior renovations that preserve and
enhance the historic character of the residential
property located at

1808 5th Avenue
Anoka, MN 55303
Awarded 2021

Recognizes

James Neilson
For the generous donation of historical
City of Anoka photographs

Awarded 2021
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MANAGEMENT SUMMARY
The City of Anoka (City) is seeking to have properties that are significant in the history of Anoka

formally designated as heritage preservation sites, structures, or districts, as appropriate to the
property type. One of these properties is the Anoka Water Works, Electric Light & Power Company

(Anoka Water Works) building, located at 2831 Ferry Street. For a building to achieve designation, it

must meet at least two of the eight criteria outlined in Anoka Municipal Code Article III, Section 3872(c). As part of the approval process, a report of the evaluation of a building’s ability to do so must
be prepared and submitted to the Anoka Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC), per Section 38-

72(b). The City contracted with Deco Cultural Services LLC (Deco) to conduct the evaluation and
prepare the report. In the case of the Anoka Water Works building, Deco previously completed an

evaluation of the property for its eligibility for the National Register of Historic Places (National
Register) in 2017, and the building has not undergone any substantial changes in the last four years,
eliminating the need to conduct a literature review or field documentation. Rather, the previously

obtained information was used to inform the current evaluation of the building under local criteria.

Andrea Pizza served as Principal Investigator.

The Anoka Water Works building was constructed in 1889 to house the primary functions of the water

works and the electrical station, and it is the direct result of the city’s efforts to improve its
infrastructure. It was the core of the city’s first comprehensive system of water provision, fulfilling both

residential and municipal needs for over six decades, and it was the location of the city’s first electrical
central station, which operated for 28 years. As such, the Anoka Water Works building meets two of
the criteria for designation as established by the Municipal Code: The building was constructed prior

to 1930 (Criterion 4), and it has character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage, or
cultural characteristics of the city (Criterion 5).

A well house on the Anoka Water Works building property, constructed in 1939 by the Works Progress
Administration, was constructed after 1930, and it was not substantially important to the development

of the water works system. Having sprung from emergency federal-relief efforts following a tornado,

and meant merely to shelter a well, it was not strongly tied to community planning. As such, it does
not meet any of the criteria for local designation.

Local Designation Evaluation
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INTRODUCTION
The City of Anoka (City) is seeking to have properties that are significant in the history of Anoka
formally designated as heritage preservation sites, structures, or districts, as appropriate to the
property type. One of these properties is the Anoka Water Works, Electric Light & Power Company

(Anoka Water Works) building. This property is located at 2831 Ferry Street, in the SE ¼ of the NE ¼
of the NE ¼ of Section 1, T31N, R25W. No improvements are currently planned for the building.

For a building to achieve designation, it must meet at least two of the eight significance criteria

outlined in Anoka Municipal Code Article III, Section 38-72(c). As part of the approval process, a report

of the evaluation of a building’s ability to do so must be prepared and submitted to the Anoka Heritage

Preservation Commission (HPC), per Section 38-72(b). The City contracted with Deco Cultural Services
LLC (Deco) to conduct the evaluation and prepare the report.

1.1

STRUCTURE OF THE REPORT

The next chapter describes the methods used in the evaluation and is followed by a chapter that

provides a detailed historic context for the property. The final chapter provides an evaluation of the
eligibility of the property under the significance criteria. It includes a detailed description of the Anoka

Water Works building, and it examines the significance of the property within the framework of the

historic context.

FIGURE 1. LOCATION OF PROPERTY (INDICATED BY RED ARROW)
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WPA well house

Anoka Water Works building

FIGURE 2. PROPERTY OVERVIEW
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METHODS
The objective of the evaluation was to determine whether the Anoka Water Works building is eligible

for local designation as a heritage preservation structure. Eligibility is based on the eight significance

criteria outlined below, at least two of which must be met for a structure to qualify for the city register:


(1) The structure embodies a distinguishing characteristic of an architectural type;



(2) The structure is identified with the work of an architect or master builder whose
individual work has influenced the development of the city;



(3)

The structure embodies elements of architectural design, detail, materials, or

craftsmanship that represents significant architectural innovation;


(4) The structure was constructed prior to 1930;



(5) The structure has character, interest or value as a part of the development, heritage or
cultural characteristics of the city;



(6) The structure was the location of a significant historical event;



(7) The structure is identified with a person who significantly contributed to the culture or
development of the city; and



(8)

The structure's unique location or singular physical characteristics represent an

established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community or the city as a
whole.

2.1

LITERATURE SEARCH

The Anoka Water Works building was evaluated by Deco for its eligibility for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places (National Register) in 2017 1, and the results of an intensive literature search

conducted at that time were used to inform the current evaluation. The previous literature search,
which was used to develop detailed, relevant historic contexts, included the review of the Water and

Lights Plant newspaper file at the Anoka County Historical Society, issues of the Anoka Herald,
Northern State Power Company annual reports, secondary sources on the history of Anoka and Anoka

County, Sanborn Map Company (Sanborn) fire insurance maps, and primary and secondary sources
pertaining to the history of the municipal provision of water and electrical power.

2.2

FIELD SURVEY

A survey of the property was performed for the National Register evaluation on May 24, 2017. Andrea

Pizza served as Principal Investigator and conducted the fieldwork. At that time, the exterior and the
1

Untitled letter report, held by the Minnesota Department of Transportation Cultural Resources Unit.
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interior were examined and documented in detail through field notes and digital photography to
generate accurate descriptions. Because the property has not undergone any substantial changes over
the last four years, fieldwork was not conducted as part of the current evaluation.
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HISTORIC CONTEXTS
The second half of the nineteenth century was a period in which increases in urban populations and

industrialization culminated in a condition of unreliability in both the quantity and quality of municipal

water supplies throughout the United States, yet one that progressed with a rising understanding and

implementation of scientific principles needed to combat these deficiencies. During the 1840s and

1850s, the U.S. experienced a massive wave of immigration, with Ireland and Germany alone supplying

roughly three million new residents. 2 When combined with Native American populations, previous

immigration, and natural population increase, the national population reached over 31 million in 1860,

a 35 percent increase over 1850, the vast majority of which resided in urban areas. At this youthful
stage of urban development, however, infrastructure was lacking, including water-supply systems, with
most people relying on cisterns, wells, or nearby rivers or springs, all of which were quickly becoming

taxed by the ever-growing numbers of users. Water was wanted not only for private use; the demand

for reliable water supplies grew along with increased commercial and residential building density,
which was conducive to escalating the smallest fire into the realm of the catastrophic. 3

The inadequacy of mid nineteenth-century infrastructure extended to sanitation and sewer systems,
which meant that what water was available was at high risk for contamination. During the late 1840s

and 1850s, British physicians John Snow and William Budd independently hypothesized and
demonstrated a link between polluted water and cholera, with Budd extending his findings to typhoid

fever. 4 Despite flawed theory, which rested upon miasma rather than bacteria as the underlying cause
of such diseases, the linkage was sufficient to incite demand for public water supplies that were not

only copious, but also clean, although it would take time before the seeds of such demand bore any

reliable fruit. In the meantime, water supplies would be further compromised by the nation’s post-

Civil War entrée into the Second Industrial Revolution, accompanied by numerous new factories that

proceeded to dump waste into lakes and rivers, a common misconception being that the latter bodies
of water would run themselves clean. 5 The scientific and technological strides that also accompanied
the Industrial Revolution, however, would inform the treatment and distribution of water in urban
America.

Not the least of these strides was German physician Robert Koch’s proof of the causation of disease
by bacteria in the mid 1870s. Koch first identified the relationship using anthrax, then went on to

isolate the bacteria that cause tuberculosis and cholera in the early 1880s, while one of his students,

U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Office of Immigration Statistics, 2015 Yearbook of Immigration Statistics
(Government Printing Office, Washington, DC, 2016), 6.

2

3

Stuart Galishoff, “Triumph and Failure: The American Response to the Urban Water Supply Problem, 1860-1923. In Pollution and

Reform in American Cities, 1870-1930, ed. Martin V. Melosi (University of Texas Press, Austin, 1980), 35-36.
4

Ibid., 38; Robert Moorhead, “William Budd and typhoid fever,” Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine 95, no. 11 (2002), 561-564.

Galishoff, 39; Martin V. Melosi, The Sanitary City: Environmental Services in Urban America from Colonial Times to the
Present (University of Pittsburgh Press, Pittsburgh, 2008), 67.

5
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Georg Gaffky, isolated the bacterium that causes typhoid fever in 1884. 6 With the germ theory of

disease no longer in dispute, various research programs in cities throughout the U.S. focused on and
identified the ways in which water filtration systems could be made more effective in purging water of

germs and other impurities, while the percentage of U.S. cities with water works rose from 37 in 1870
to 71 in 1890, bolstered by the “strong feeling among municipal leaders that any respectable
community needed citywide waterworks.” 7

For most water works built during the 1880s, however, the research was too new and/or the methods
too costly to be implemented; by 1890, only 10 percent of the 1,878 municipal water works in existence

implemented one of the three general forms of available filtration systems. 8 The first was natural

filtration, achieved by “building underground galleries in saturated soils and letting the water filter into

them, either through porous walls or interstices in the walls,” 9 sometimes augmented by passing the
filtered water through material at the bottom of the gallery. The second type of system was any in

which water was filtered through artificial layers of material such as sand, gravel, or stone and involved

“beds, basins, chambers, boxes, dykes and dams.” The third type was similar to the latter, but was
cleaned mechanically rather than manually, and more often employed a coagulant or precipitant to

improve retention of impurities by the filtering material, both features rendering the type more
efficient and effective than the others. 10 The rest of the water works built by 1890 in U.S. cities, other

than those tapping into aquifers, generally relied upon bringing water through pipes or aqueducts
extended from presumably safe sources of water to a pumping station, where it was pumped into an
elevated reservoir to be stored for subsequent distribution. 11 As the results of filtration were observed,

however, the number of water works implementing a filtration system greatly increased over the next
few decades, as did the number complementing filtration with chemical disinfection. 12 By the early

1920s, filtration systems, with or without disinfectants, had become the norm in municipal water works,
while municipal water works had become the norm in U.S. cities. 13

Steve M. Blevins and Michael S. Bronze, “Robert Koch and the ‘golden age’ of bacteriology,” International Journal of
Infectious Diseases 14, no. 9 (2010):744-751; Agnes Ullmann, “Pasteur-Koch: Distinctive Ways of Thinking About
Infectious Diseases,”
https://www.asm.org/index.php/component/content/article/114-unknown/unknown/4469pasteur-koch-distinctive-ways-of-thinking-about-infectious-diseases (2016).
7 Melosi, 82; Moses N. Baker, The Manual of American Water-Works 1891 (Engineering News Publishing Co., New York,
NY, 1892), xii; Galishoff, 44; Christian Montes, American Capitals: A Historical Geography (University of Chicago Press,
Chicago, IL, 2014), 178.
8 Moses N. Baker, The Manual of American Water-Works 1889-1890 (Engineering News Publishing Co., New York, NY,
1889), xliv; Baker (1892), xii.
9 Baker (1889), xl.
10 Baker (1889), xl-xli; Melosi, 93.
11 Engineering News (and American Railway Journal), “The Mechanical Filtration of Water,” Engineering News and
American Railway Journal 23, no. 25 (1890), 589.
12 Galishoff, 51-52; Melosi, 95-96.
13 Galishoff, 51.
6
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Just as great strides began to be made in the innovation and implementation of water filtration

technology in the 1880s, so too were they occurring with regard to electrical power. In 1879, the same
year in which Thomas Edison developed the first truly viable light bulb, the California Electric Light
Company established the first electrical generation and lighting plant in the U.S., using a direct-current
system that provided power to arc lamps at an initially small number of San Francisco businesses. 14

Other arc lighting stations would follow in New York before Edison launched an electrical power
station, the first for incandescent lighting, in 1882.

Called the Pearl Street Station, it served

Manhattan’s financial district and initially employed one large dynamo, or direct-current generator, to

power 400 incandescent lamps for 85 businesses, including The New York Times, in a one-square-mile

radius. The numbers grew to over 500 consumers and 10,000 lamps powered by six dynamos in less
than two years. 15 The success of the station and those to eventually follow, combined with the appeal

of incandescent light and improvements in electrical transmission, led to the decline of arc lighting at

businesses, factories, and public streets, and its near elimination by the 1920s. In the meanwhile,

during the later 1880s, a very public battle began to be carried out between the proponents of direct

current versus those of alternating current in the provision of electrical lighting, one that would
ultimately be won by alternating current, because it allows electricity to travel over much longer
distances at lesser expense. 16

No matter the type of technology implemented, electrical street lighting was another source of civic
pride in U.S. cities during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Although it was not

considered as crucial as clean water, its implementation projected an image of modernity that

appealed to progressive-minded urbanites. 17 That is not to say that the public desire for street lights
did not have a practical basis. Many were the turn-of-the-twentieth-century newspapers lamenting

the perils of unilluminated puddles and mud holes to shoes and skirts; the threat of pedestrian falls
and collisions caused by unmaintained walkways and darkness; and the general inability to find one’s
way around in insufficient moonlight. 18

It was in this atmosphere of discovery, innovation, and civic pride that the city of Anoka determined

to have a water works and an electrical light plant. The matter of electric lights, however, first received

the city council’s attention because, despite the fact that the city’s business district had been destroyed

14
15

Ian Ellis, “California Electric Light Company,” https://todayinsci.com/Events/Electrical/CalElecLightCo.htm (n.d.).
Matthew Josephson, Edison (McGraw-Hill Book Company, New York, NY, 1959), 264-265.

Ibid., 344-345; Jill Jonnes, Empires of Light: Edison, Tesla, Westinghouse and the Race to Electrify the World (Random
House, New York, NY 2003), 150; Walt Patterson, Transforming Electricity: The Coming Generation of Change (Earthscan,
New York, NY, 2013), 43.
17 Patterson, 41.
18 e.g., “This Town Needs Street Lights,” Sumpter Miner (April 4, 1900); “Promises Made and Broken,” The Morning Times
(Washington, D.C.) (April 19, 1896).
16
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by fire in 1884, the water supply was considered “as good as most towns the size of Anoka,” 19 but the
existing lights, presumably gas, were not. 20 On September 24, 1888, the council referred the issue to

the committee on ordinances, giving it the power to call a public meeting. 21 Apparently the meeting

was not called, because in late October or early November of 1888, the businessmen of the city

petitioned the council “to take action relative to electric lights,” 22 the result of which was that the

council requested that the mayor call a special meeting of the city’s taxpayers and property owners to
discuss the issue. The meeting occurred on November 17, 1888, 23 at which local lawyer G. W. Morrill,

in the course of his statement in favor of electric lights, added that he wanted the city to have water

works as well. At the end of the meeting, a motion was carried stating “That it is the sense of this
meeting that the city of Anoka adopt electric lights,” 24 without reference to water works. Within two

weeks, the city clerk was assigned to advertise for bids in the Pioneer Press, apparently for whatever

type of electrical system prospective bidders saw fit, as a committee on electric lights concurrently was
appointed to determine a preferred electrical light system for Anoka. Near the end of December, the
committee recommended incandescent over arc lighting. 25

Early 1889 was spent with the city in contentious debate over two proposals, neither of which was

ultimately accepted. Needing further information and public support before selecting an electrical
provider, the city council appointed a new committee on electric lights on April 8, 1889, this time
including two local taxpayers in addition to two council aldermen. 26 By April 18, “water works” and

“motor line” had been appended to the committee’s title. 27 The committee enlisted the services of

engineer George E. Beach to identify the best water supply for the works and to draw up plans for

them. He determined the best source to be springs “just south of the Page Bros.’s mill,” 28 near the

intersection of Pleasant Street and 4th Avenue on the east side of the river, and recommended placing

a well there, the pump house nearby, and the water tank at the corner of Fourth Avenue and North

Street. The plans were developed independently of the lighting so that bidders could select one or
the other, if so desired. For the lighting, the committee recommended arc lights in the business district
and incandescent in the residential area of the city. 29

19 William J. Annon, “The Water & Light Plant of City of Anoka” (1936), unpublished manuscript in Water and Lights
Plant newspaper file, held at the Anoka County Historical Society, Anoka, MN.
20 ”Official,” Anoka Herald [Herald] (July 6, 1889).
21 “Electric Lights” Herald (September 29, 1888).
22 ”Official,” Herald (November 3, 1888).
23 “Let ‘Er Shine,” Herald (November 17, 1888).
24 “’Let There Be Light,’” Herald (November 24, 1888).
25 “What’s the Cost,” Herald (December 1, 1888).
26 “The Light Will Shine,” Herald (March 2, 1889); “They Like It Not,” Herald (March 9, 1889); “Council Chaff,” Herald (April
13, 1889).
27 ”Official,” Herald (April 20, 1889).
28 “Our Proposed Water Works,” Herald (May 25, 1889).
29 “Water Works,” Herald (April 27, 1889); ”Our Proposed”; “Official,” Herald (June 8, 1889).
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Bids for the project were solicited in early June and were reviewed by the Council on June 26, 1889.

All were over the city’s budgetary allotment, but the lowest, submitted by Minneapolis-based E.
(Edmund) T. Sykes and Co., included both electrical lights and water works. 30 After a hearing in which

Sykes provided more specific information and made adjustments in line with the city’s requirements,
his company was selected for the job, pending agreement by both parties on an ordinance. 31

Little information could be located on Sykes’ educational background or training, but it appears that

in partnership with others, he purchased, improved, extended, and took over the management of the

city of St. Cloud’s existing water works in 1887, and he would go on to construct water works in places
such as La Grange, Indiana; Adrian, Jackson, Marshall, and Waseca, Minnesota; and Neenah and
Tomahawk, Wisconsin, during the 1890s.

In 1909, he became Supervisor of the Water Works

Department for the City of Minneapolis, a position from which he was dismissed in 1911 after

investigations into the cause of broken water mains that caused substantial flood damage in one of

the city’s districts revealed that he had directed workers against the plans of the City Engineer in

making various pipe connections. 32 This incident, however, did not end his career, as subsequent

documentation shows that he was later contracted for water works extensions or newly constructed
systems in such locations as Thermopolis, Wyoming (1916) and Iroquois, South Dakota (1919). 33

After being selected by the city of Anoka, E. T. Sykes and partners Edward D. Brown and J. A. Chase

worked with the committee to create three ordinances. Ordinance Number 73 allowed the partners
or their assignees to erect the water works and to maintain and operate them for 31 years, outlining

all applicable terms of the contract. Ordinance Number 74 provided for the same in relation to the
electric light plant, calling for 14 arc lights of 2,000 candle power each and 40 incandescent lights of

50 candle power each. Ordinance Number 75 outlined the conditions pertaining to the city’s future

purchase of the water works and electric light plant, if it became desirable. 34 Sykes and his partners

subsequently formed the Anoka Water Works Electric Light & Power Co., to which the rights granted

by Ordinance Numbers 73 and 74 were transferred. When construction of the water works plant began
in late August of 1889, the plans provided by Beach were set aside, with the city looking favorably on

the changes Sykes proposed. Among others, these included employing the Rum River as the water

“Official,” Herald (June 8, 1889); “The Bids Opened,” Herald (June 29, 1889).
”Official,” Herald (July 6, 1889).
32 Minneapolis City Council, Proceedings of the City Council of the City of Minneapolis, Minnesota, from January 1, 1909
to January 1, 1910 (The Council, Minneapolis, MN, 1909), 227; Minneapolis City Council, Proceedings of the City Council
of the City of Minneapolis, Minnesota, from January 1, 1911 to January 1, 1912 (The Council, Minneapolis, MN, 1911):685688.
33 William B. Mitchell, History of Stearns County, Volume 2 (H. C. Cooper, Jr., & Co., Chicago, IL, 1915), 1177; “WaterWorks,” Engineering News 75, no. 10 (1916), 143; “Water Supply and Purification,” Municipal and County Engineering 52,
no. 4 (1919), 39.
34 ”Ordinance Number Seventy-Three,” ”Ordinance Number Seventy-Four,” “Ordinance Number Seventy-Five,” Herald
(August 17, 1889).
30
31
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supply, 35 locating the pump house on the north side of the Northern Pacific rail line and west side of

the river, and installing a steel stand pipe instead of a wooden tank. Ordinance Number 80 was passed

in November to amend Ordinance 73 with the latter change, and to adjust the number of arc lights
stated in Ordinance 74, adding more units at lower candle power.

The combined pump house and power house building was constructed in 1889 as a one-story, hiproofed, cantoned building of Chaska brick laid in a common-bond pattern (Figure 3).

When

constructed, it housed two rooms: a boiler room on the south, which was of slightly greater height
than the room on the north, within which the water pumping machinery and the dynamos were

located. Projecting brick courses underlined the eaves of the composition roof, and on most walls,
these were underlined by three courses of stretcher brick over denticulate corbelled courses. On the
east and west walls of the boiler room, however, three corbelled courses consisting of one course of

stretcher brick between top and bottom courses of header brick were present in lieu of the denticulate
courses. Underneath the corbelled courses on these two walls was a course of gauged brick, repeating

FIGURE 3. ANOKA WATER WORKS BUILDING, CIRCA 1890, LOOKING NORTHWEST

35

“All About Anoka,” Herald (August 31, 1889).
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as a series of flat arches, with four corbelled header bricks extending down from each end of each arch.

The building featured segmental-arched windows in various widths, heights, and groupings, with
decorative brick lintels and stone sills. A 70-foot tall brick chimney was located outside the south side

of the boiler room; a 115-foot-tall steel stand pipe, 20 feet in diameter, was located approximately 75
feet west of the building; and a cistern was located approximately 10 feet to the east. 36

Construction of the Anoka Water Works building was completed, the pumps operational, and the
street lamps lit before the end of the year. 37 In January of 1890, within a week of startup, the Herald

related the opinion of outside engineers that the water works and electric light plant was “first class,”

and reported a celebratory dinner attended by Sykes, aldermen, firemen, “and a good many of Anoka’s
prominent citizens” following a successful test of the hydrant system. 38

The love affair, however, was short-lived. In February of 1890, the city council formally requested that
the city police notify it of non-functioning lights. 39 In April, the council called a special meeting, there

resolving that the city clerk notify the Anoka Water Works, Electric Light & Power Company “that their

present management of the pumping station is faulty, unreliable and not according to contract,” 40 and

that the city was requesting an engineer be present around the clock at the pump house going forward.
It further resolved to have the clerk notify the company that streets along the water lines were in poor

shape. A few weeks later, the council voted to notify the company that unless the latter issue was
resolved, payments would be withheld. 41 Complaints continued to surface with regard to either service

or cost for the next two decades, and the relationship between the city and company eventually

became litigious, all cases going in favor of the company and the continuation of the contract. 42 Then,
in the summer of 1909, the citizens of Anoka voted to approve the issuing of $60,000 in municipal
bonds for the city to purchase and improve the water works and electric plant. 43

Upgrades to the electrical light system occurred in 1910, giving the city the ability to add 50 new street
lamps. At the Anoka Water Works building, a 20-by-30-foot, concrete coal house was constructed on

the west side of the boiler room, replacing one that had been built there circa 1900. A spur line was
run to the roof of the coal house, where trap doors allowed the coal to be directly unloaded. 44 A 14-

foot-wide addition was built on the north end of the building, to accommodate new equipment. 45 The

expansion, evident in a historical photograph, used brick construction matching the original and an

“Anoka, Minnesota,” (Sanborn 1891).
“All About”; “Lights To-Night,” Herald (December 28, 1889).
38 “First Class Plant,” Herald (January 4, 1890).
39 Annon, 2.
40 “Official,” Herald (April 5, 1890).
41 “Official,” Herald (May 3 1890).
42 Annon, 3.
43 “Taken Possession,” Herald (July 27, 1909); Annon, 4.
44 Sanborn 1898, 1904, 1911; “A Wise Move,” Herald (July 26, 1910); “Making Progress,” Herald (October 25, 1910).
45 “Making Progress.”
36
37
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extension of the hipped roof (Figure 4). Although not detailed in the Herald, it was likely also during

1910 that the 70-foot-tall brick chimney was removed, and an iron chimney built in the east end of the

boiler room, extending 85 feet above the roof, as evidenced on fire insurance maps (see Figure 4). 46

Early in 1911, typhoid fever, linked to sewage in the Rum River, made an appearance in Anoka,
prompting the consideration of replacing the Rum River with an artesian well as the city’s water supply.

Several more cases cropped up the following year, and although the 1912 cases were eventually linked
to contaminated butter, these combined incidences were enough to convince the city to change its

water supply. 47 The cistern on the east side of the building was removed, and two artesian wells were

installed in late August/early September of 1912. One of these was located just outside the east wall

of the Anoka Water Works building in a concrete pit (Well No. 1), and the second approximately 100
feet west of the building in a brick manhole. At the same time, the stand pipe was cleaned and
hypochlorite run through the water mains to remove any existing contaminants. 48

North expansion

Coal house addition

FIGURE 4. ANOKA WATER WORKS BUILDING, CIRCA 1910, LOOKING WEST

Sanborn 1904, 1911.
“For Pure Water,” Herald (March 14, 1911); “Artesian Water,” Herald (August 29, 1911); “Typhoid Fever,” Herald (May
28, 1912); “Will Have the Well,” Herald (July 9, 1912); Minnesota State Board of Health and Vital Statistics, Fourth Biennial
Report of the State Board of Health and Vital Statistics of Minnesota 1911-1912 (Syndicate Printing Co., Minneapolis, MN,
1914), 240, 242.
48 “Will Have Wells,” Herald (August 27, 1912); Minnesota State Board of Health, Division of Sanitation, “Report on Water
Supply of Anoka” (April 20, 1953).
46
47
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In 1915, the city began looking into whether any cost savings could be obtained by purchasing its
electrical power from the Mississippi River Electric Power Company, soon to be part of the Northern

States Power Company, which had recently completed a massive dam and hydroelectric power station

on the Mississippi River in Coon Rapids. The service was appealing with regard to both electrical
supply and price, and the city began contracting with the Northern States Power Company in 1917. 49

Various publications at that time noted that the city would cease operation of the electrical plant,

though it would “continue the distribution and sale of electrical current as heretofore.” 50 As a result,

the power house became a substation, so the spur line into the coal house was taken up, the iron
chimney removed, and the boiler room converted to a garage. A 1925 fire insurance map is the first
to indicate the pump house as being manned 24 hours a day, although it is possible that the city had
someone onsite around the clock prior to that year. 51

A third artesian well was added to the system in 1927. According to the Herald, it was to be placed

“three hundred feet west of the present wells to get as far away from the river as possible and to avoid
quick sand,” 52 which would place it off the property, west of TH 47; ultimately, however, it was installed

approximately 250 feet north of Well No. 1, the equivalent to approximately 180 feet north of the

pump house (Well No. 2). At the time it was constructed, it was in a manhole “built of concrete block
above the ground level and [with] a rounded concrete top over the pit.” 53

Reports of the Minnesota Department of Health, Division of Sanitation, suggest that the well house for

Well No. 1 was constructed between 1927 and 1930, as the May 6th, 1930, report references a “side
door entrance.” 54 Between 1931 and 1935, the western of the two 1912 artesian wells was taken out

of use, leaving Well Nos. 1 and 2 to handle the city’s water supply. 55

In June of 1939, the city of Anoka suffered substantial damage from a tornado. The Herald reported
on July 12th that WPA projects at that time “include[d] four different groups under the emergency

project caused by the tornado,” one of which was “at the power house.” 56 Details on the power house
project were not provided, but a WPA date plaque on the well house for Well No. 2 places its
construction among the tasks carried out.

“Serves 100 Cities: Anoka Has Joined Large Number of Towns in Contracting For Power From Coon Rapids,” Herald
(March 13, 1917).
50 Public Utilities Summary. United States Investor 28, no. 10 (1917), 341.
51 Sanborn 1925.
52 “Another Well Dug,” Herald (June 28, 1927).
53 Minnesota Department of Health, Division of Sanitation, “Report on Water Supply of Anoka, Minn.” (May 6, 1930).
54 Ibid.
55
Minnesota Department of Health, Division of Sanitation, “Report on the Water Supply of Anoka, Minnesota” (July 2,
1935); “Anokans to Have Water at 1200 Gallons Per Minute From Goodrich Park Well,” Herald (April 2, 1953).
56 “New WPA Set-Up Starts Riot Among Workers In the City; Anoka Agitators Fail In Attempt to Stop Work Here,” Herald
(July 12, 1939).
49
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By the early 1940s, the city was suffering water shortages and other effects of an outdated system. In

1946, it was determined that the pipes under the two wells at the Anoka water works and electrical
station property were corroded. To remedy this problem, steel casings of a smaller diameter were

placed within the original casings, with the goal of extending their operation for another 30 to 40 years.
Still the city needed more water, and a new well was drilled in the fall of 1946, this time at Goodrich
Park, located in the southeast part of the city. The following year, an iron filtration system was installed

at the Anoka Water Works building. In 1948, substantial repairs were made to the stand pipe with the
idea that it too could serve its purpose for another 30 years. 57
population, however, it could not.

Due to Anoka’s ever-growing

In 1952, the year after Northern States Power rebuilt the substation at the Anoka Water Works building

to accommodate increased demands on the power supply, the city council decided that a larger

capacity water tower was needed, based on heavy fluctuations in water pressure that were occurring
with the stand pipe. Construction of a 500,000-gallon water tower began at Goodrich Park in April of

1953. On August 25th, with the new tower in operation, the 1889 stand pipe was felled by the Chicago

Bridge and Iron Company, destined to be sold for salvage. 58

Eventually, as additional wells were added to the system, the wells at the Anoka water works and
electrical station property were used only during the summer, when usage peaked. The wells were

fully taken out of service circa 2001, because they generated a relatively unsubstantial amount of water,
yet the system on the property required manual operation and therefore full-time staffing. The wells

still contain submersible pumps and remain on standby in the event that they are needed for an
emergency. It is not known when the electrical substation on the property was taken out of service.

The city contemplated putting the wells back in regular operation in 2008 and began removing some
interior elements of the building at that time, but ceased when it was determined that the rehabilitation
and re-use of the building would be cost prohibitive. 59

57 “City Faced With Water Shortage,” Herald (July 30, 1941); “New City Well to Be in Operation Soon,” Herald (October
30, 1946); “Iron Remover Plant,” Herald (June 18, 1947); “Extensive Repairs Made on Standpipe,´ Herald (June 3, 1948);
“Anokans to Have Water at 1200 Gallons Per Minute From Goodrich Park Well,” Herald (April 2, 1953).
58 “New Elevated Water Tank Asked to Care for City’s Growth,” Herald (July 5, 1951); “Mobile Generator to Serve Anoka
for Three Weeks,” Herald (September 21, 1951); “Council Takes Action on Water Improvement Program and Road
Construction on Main Street,” Herald (February 7, 1952); “Goodrich Park Tower Water Construction Starts…,” Herald
(April 16, 1953); “Old Anoka Water Tower Gives Up Life With a Gasp Tuesday,” Herald (August 27, 1953).
59 Mark Anderson, City of Anoka Director of Public Services, personal communication 2017.
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EVALUATION
4.1

DESCRIPTION

Anoka Water Works Building - Exterior
The Anoka Water Works building is a one-story building that currently comprises the original 1889

building, its 14-foot northern expansion and the concrete coal-house addition constructed on the west
in 1910, and the circa-1930 well-house addition located on the east side of the building (Figure 5).

The Chaska brick exterior walls of the 1889 building and its 1910 northern expansion have been painted
silver, with the exception of the original west exterior wall of the boiler room. Although the latter wall

was largely eliminated when the coal-house addition was put on, the upper portion of that wall,

including the 1889 date stone, remains visible as part of the interior east wall of the coal house.

Comparison with historical photographs indicates that by and large, the window and door openings
within the brick walls have been infilled with brick, and the projecting brick in the lintels has been
removed, along with the stone sills. No fenestration remains on the south and west walls.

The east wall of the building is divided into four bays by pilasters that extend up to the corbelled

brickwork under the eaves, as described in the context above (Figure 6). The southern bay is the east

wall of the former boiler room, where three segmental-arched windows have been replaced by a

FIGURE 5. ANOKA WATER WORKS BUILDING, LOOKING SOUTHEAST
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FIGURE 6. ANOKA WATER WORKS BUILDING, LOOKING NORTHWEST
vehicle-sized door opening containing a fairly recent overhead door. The next bay to the north is
blocked by the well-house addition. The bay beyond that one retains the only original window opening

on the building, which features a stone sill and a segmental-arched lintel created of gauged brick

under a course of alternately projecting header bricks, under a course of projecting stretcher bricks.
The window opening is boarded in with plywood (Figure 7). A chain link protective enclosure extends

out in front of this bay, where attachments for power lines are evident to the north side of the window.
The window in the north bay has been infilled with brick.

The north wall appears to have had three symmetrically placed openings. The center one retains a
lintel in the same fashion as the window on the east wall, underneath of which is a tall, glass-block

window. To the east and west of the window, at approximately the same distance, brick infill is present.

West of the window, this infill is situated over a single-panel metal pedestrian door bordered on the
west by concrete block.

The building’s former composition roofing has been replaced with asphalt shingles on the slopes and

fully adhered rubber roofing on the level portion. A historically present, small, ventilated cupola (see
Figures 3 and 4) has been removed. The roof has metal coping.

The concrete coal-house addition on the west of the former boiler room has a parge coat on the west

and north walls (Figure 8). At the southwest corner is a small section of exposed concrete block. The
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FIGURE 7. ANOKA WATER WORKS BUILDING, WINDOW OPENING ON EAST WALL, LOOKING WEST

FIGURE 8. ANOKA WATER WORKS BUILDING, COAL-HOUSE ADDITION, LOOKING EAST-NORTHEAST
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majority of the south wall features an added concrete-masonry veneer. The coal house has metal
coping, and a flat roof covered in built-up roofing.

The shed-roofed, well-house addition on the east side of the building is of hollow tile, evident at its
northeast corner where the parge coat that otherwise covers the majority of the walls has come off

(Figure 9). The upper portion of the north and south walls under the slope of the roof are clad in wood
paneling. Two window openings on the east wall and one on the south wall have been infilled and

parge coated. A pedestrian door is located near the west end of the south wall. A wood fascia board

is present at the east end of the roof, and a short surround for a roof opening used to allow cranes
access to service the well below extends above the roof. It is clad in asphalt shingles and has metal
coping.

FIGURE 9. ANOKA WATER WORKS BUILDING, WELL-HOUSE ADDITION, LOOKING SOUTHWEST
Anoka Water Works Building - Interior
The interior of the brick portion of the building is still recognizable as two separate sections: the
northern majority, which held the pumping machinery and electrical equipment, and the southern,
former boiler room section. The northwest portion of the north section is blocked off by added interior
walls on its south and west, the lower majority of which are concrete block, and the upper portion of

which are unfinished sheet rock. This area was used as a police evidence room for a period after the
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building went out of use for the water works, and it is not currently accessible. 60 The northeast portion

of this section is still occupied by the tanks and other components of the iron filtration system installed

in 1947 (Figure 10). An added wall to the south of this equipment once divided it from the southern

half of this section, but it was removed in 2008 due to its asbestos content. Also removed in 2008 was
a dropped ceiling present throughout the northern section and a bathroom in the southwest corner

of this section. 61 The walls in this section have been parge coated, lightly enough that the faint outlines
of the former segmental-arched openings are visible. On the west wall, two of these openings have

been infilled with concrete “block,” likely the same veneer as appears on the exterior of the coal house,
given that it is not visible from the exterior. The ceiling is of narrow tongue-and-groove construction,

and the floor is concrete. A vehicle-sized door opening in the east wall of this section, to the south of

the filtration tanks, provides access into the well house for Well No. 1. A pedestrian door opening with
replacement door in the south wall provides access into the former boiler room.

From within the boiler room (Figure 11), the walls of which are primarily exposed brick, it can be seen
that the pedestrian door opening once was of the segmental-arched variety, but the arch has been

FIGURE 10. ANOKA WATER WORKS BUILDING, 1947 FILTRATION TANKS, LOOKING NORTHEAST

60
61

Bill Bendiske, City of Anoka Sewer and Water Maintenance 4, personal communication 2017.
Ibid.
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FIGURE 11. ANOKA WATER WORKS BUILDING, FORMER BOILER ROOM, LOOKING WEST
infilled to create a standard rectangular doorway. The brick infill in the window openings in the south

wall has been parge coated. The west wall, which adjoins the former coal house, is largely horizontal
wood planking, with brick at the ends. A double door is located within this wall and provides access

to the coal house. The wide tongue-and-groove ceiling is a dropped ceiling, clearly added, as it blocks
the upper parts of the window openings, but it was added when the water works building was still
operational. The floor in this room is of concrete.

The former coal house contains more components of the 1947 filtration system (Figure 12). With the

exception of the east wall, which as previously mentioned includes a remnant of the 1889 west exterior

wall of the boiler room (Figure 13) and is otherwise occupied by the framing for the wood planking in

the boiler room, the walls are parge coated. The ceiling, supported by a metal framework, is also parge
coated, and the floor is concrete.

The walls and ceiling of the well-house addition are parge coated. The floor is concrete. The concrete
pedestal surrounding the upper portion of the well casing and upon which a pump head formerly sat
remains in place. A square opening in the ceiling above the well provides access from the roof.
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FIGURE 12. ANOKA WATER WORKS BUILDING, FORMER COAL ROOM WITH ELEMENTS OF 1947 FILTRATION
SYSTEM, LOOKING WEST-NORTHWEST

FIGURE 13. ANOKA WATER WORKS BUILDING, DETAIL OF DATE STONE ON ORIGINAL WEST BOILER ROOM
EXTERIOR WALL, LOOKING EAST

Local Designation Evaluation
Anoka Water Works

Page 21

WPA Well House
The standalone well house constructed over Well No. 2 by the WPA in 1939, located approximately

180 feet north of the Anoka Water Works building, is a flat-roofed building, rectangular in plan, with
wide eaves, wood soffits, and metal coping (Figure 14). The walls are parge coated. A pedestrian door
on the south wall provides access to the interior, and above the doorway is a metal WPA plaque

indicating the date of construction. A window opening on the west wall is infilled and has been subject
to the same coating as the rest of the walls. The location of a floor to ceiling access door on the north
wall is now covered by wood lap siding.

The interior walls are parge coated. The floor-to-ceiling access door is evident on the interior and is

held closed by turn buttons. Extending perpendicular to the door, in the ceiling above the concrete
well base, is a roof access opening that has been blocked off on the exterior. The floor of the well
house is concrete.

FIGURE 14. WPA WELL HOUSE, LOOKING NORTHEAST
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4.2

SIGNIFICANCE

The Anoka Water Works building was constructed in 1889 to house the primary functions of the water

works and the electrical station, and it is the direct result of the city’s efforts to improve its
infrastructure. It was the core of the city’s first comprehensive system of water provision, fulfilling both

residential and municipal needs for over six decades, and it was the location of the city’s first electrical
central station, which operated for 28 years. As such, the Anoka Water Works building meets two of
the criteria for designation as established by the Municipal Code: The building was constructed prior

to 1930 (Criterion 4), and it has character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage, or
cultural characteristics of the city (Criterion 5).

The Municipal Code does not address aspects of integrity as are considered when determining the
eligibility of a property for the National Register of Historic Places. It is noted that the Anoka Water

Works did not meet the level of integrity necessary under national requirements; however, local
designation may allow for less stringency when considering alterations. In the case of the Anoka Water

Works, the plan and form of the building have not been altered from 1953, and the brick of the 1889

construction remains exposed on the exterior. The combination of these conditions would make the

building readily identifiable at present to someone who had viewed it during the time in which it was
the sole location for the city’s water provision, and in fact, some of the post-1889 alterations were due

and therefore reflect responses to the city’s changing needs in this regard. The Anoka Water Works

therefore still sufficiently represents its historical identity and significance, and as such, it is
recommended for local designation.

The WPA-constructed well house on the property was built after 1930, and it was not substantially

important to the development of the water works system. Having sprung from emergency federal-

relief efforts following a tornado, and meant merely to shelter a well, it was not strongly tied to

community development. As such, it does not meet any of the criteria for local designation.
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MANAGEMENT SUMMARY
The City of Anoka (City) is seeking to have properties that are significant in the history of Anoka

formally designated as heritage preservation sites, structures, or districts, as appropriate to the
property type. One of these properties is the Anoka City Hall, located at 2015 1st Avenue. For a

building to achieve designation, it must meet at least two of the eight criteria outlined in Anoka

Municipal Code Article III, Section 38-72(c). As part of the approval process, a report of the evaluation
of a building’s ability to do so must be prepared and submitted to the Anoka Heritage Preservation

Commission (HPC), per Section 38-72(b). The City contracted with Deco Cultural Services LLC (Deco)
to conduct the evaluation and prepare the report. The evaluation, which included a literature review

and field documentation, was performed in July-September of 2021. Andrea Pizza served as Principal
Investigator.

The Anoka City Hall is an excellent example of the Midcentury Modern style. It was constructed in

1955-1956 to house all municipal functions, the police department, and the fire department, and to

provide a gathering space for the community. It is the direct result of the munificence of Charles Horn,
an individual who has been recognized as Anoka’s greatest industrialist and benefactor, for his

generosity exemplified by acts such as funding the city hall and for his successful growth of the Federal

Cartridge Corporation, which became Anoka’s largest employer. As such, the Anoka City Hall building

meets three of the criteria for designation as established by the Municipal Code: The building

embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type (Criterion 1); it has character,
interest, or value as part of the development, heritage, or cultural characteristics of the city (Criterion

5); and it is identified with a person who significantly contributed to the culture or development of the
city (Criterion 7).
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INTRODUCTION
The City of Anoka (City) is seeking to have properties that are significant in the history of Anoka
formally designated as heritage preservation sites, structures, or districts, as appropriate to the
property type. One of these properties is the Anoka City Hall. This property is located at 2015 1st

Avenue, in the SE ¼ of the SE ¼ of the SE ¼ of Section 1, T31N, R25W. No improvements are currently

planned for the building.

For a building to achieve designation, it must meet at least two of the eight significance criteria

outlined in Anoka Municipal Code Article III, Section 38-72(c). As part of the approval process, a report

of the evaluation of a building’s ability to do so must be prepared and submitted to the Anoka Heritage

Preservation Commission (HPC), per Section 38-72(b). The City contracted with Deco Cultural Services
LLC (Deco) to conduct the evaluation and prepare the report.

1.1

STRUCTURE OF THE REPORT

The next chapter describes the methods used in the evaluation and is followed by a chapter that

provides a detailed historic context for the property. The final chapter provides an evaluation of the
eligibility of the property under the significance criteria. It includes a detailed description of the Anoka

City Hall, and it examines the significance of the property within the framework of the historic context.

FIGURE 1. LOCATION OF PROPERTY (INDICATED BY YELLOW ARROW)
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East section
of wing

Main entrance

FIGURE 2. PROPERTY OVERVIEW
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METHODS
The objective of the evaluation was to determine whether the Anoka City Hall is eligible for local

designation as a heritage preservation structure. Eligibility is based on the eight significance criteria
outlined below, at least two of which must be met for a structure to qualify for the city register:


(1) The structure embodies a distinguishing characteristic of an architectural type;



(2) The structure is identified with the work of an architect or master builder whose
individual work has influenced the development of the city;



(3)

The structure embodies elements of architectural design, detail, materials, or

craftsmanship that represents significant architectural innovation;


(4) The structure was constructed prior to 1930;



(5) The structure has character, interest, or value as a part of the development, heritage,

or cultural characteristics of the city;


(6) The structure was the location of a significant historical event;



(7) The structure is identified with a person who significantly contributed to the culture or
development of the city; and



(8)

The structure's unique location or singular physical characteristics represent an

established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community or the city as a
whole.

2.1

LITERATURE SEARCH

A literature search was conducted to obtain information used to develop detailed, relevant historic
contexts. It included a review of digital images and subject files on the Anoka City Hall and the Federal

Cartridge Corporation held at the Anoka County Historical Society; original plans and the building

permit file for the property provided by the City of Anoka; online primary and secondary sources
pertaining to the history of the city hall, Federal Cartridge Corporation, and the Olin foundation; and

various editions of the American Architects Directory and other sources pertaining to Bettenburg
Townsend Stolte and Comb.

2.2

FIELD SURVEY

Surveys of the property were performed on July 15 and September 8, 2021. Andrea Pizza served as

Principal Investigator and conducted the fieldwork. The exterior and the interior were examined and
documented through field notes and digital photography to generate accurate descriptions.
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HISTORIC CONTEXT
Anoka’s first substantial city hall building was constructed in 1885, after a major fire had destroyed the
small frame building previously used for city functions. The new building was a grand, brick building

that stood on Main Street for decades, “as the focal point of city business and . . . as a shelter for a

wide range of community activities.” 1 By the mid 1930s, however, deficiencies in space and structural

integrity, and thus the need for a new building had become apparent. The first step toward realizing

a new city hall was achieved in 1943, when the property vacated through the demolition of the

Pillsbury/Lincoln Mill was purchased by the city as the site for its new headquarters. Construction,
however, would have to wait for the end of building restrictions imposed nationally during World War

II and of equal importance, the obtainment of funds. The first came about in October of 1945, but the

second was not so quickly achieved, due to the post-war demands on tax dollars. The city attempted

to circumnavigate the problem in 1947 by proposing a joint city hall and county courthouse building,
but the county voted against it. 2 The solution was instead provided by a local industrial concern that

the Anoka County Union would later deem “one of the strongest supports of the economic life of the
City of Anoka and surrounding area,” 3 the Federal Cartridge Corporation.

The Federal Cartridge Corporation was incorporated in 1916 as the Federal Cartridge and Machine
Company by Z. H. Austin, Paul R. Seidel, A. C. Eggleston, and other, unnamed backers from
Minneapolis, with the aim of producing mainly sporting goods shells. A site just outside the east limits

of Anoka was selected for the plant because it offered trackage of both the Northern Pacific and Great
Northern railroads. In 1918, A. J. Hendricks and John W. Haller, “experts in the manufacture of

munitions,” 4 were brought in from St. Louis to run the operations, which began in late July or early

August of that year, by which time the company had been renamed the Federal Cartridge Company.
Despite its excellent early sales projections, the business soon went under, with one newspaper article

implying that the failure was at least in part due to the method of direct sales rather than sales through
munitions dealers. 5

In 1922, the secretary and treasurer of the company, Todd Lewis, and Charles L. Horn, then-manager
of the American Ball Company of Minneapolis, formed the Federal Cartridge Corporation and jointly

purchased the assets of the Federal Cartridge Company. John Haller was retained for his technical
expertise and hired as the resident superintendent, while Horn served as company president and

general manager. Horn’s business acumen was clearly greater than that of his predecessors, and the

C. Rudolf Johnson, “Traces City Hall History Since 1878,” Herald (June 14, 1956).
Ibid.
3 Anoka County Union, “Federal Cartridge Is Bulwark of Anoka Industry,” (September 3, 1965).
4 Minneapolis Morning Tribune, “Munitions Plant, Financed Here, Goes to Anoka,” (September 17, 1916).
5 Audra Hilse, “If at first you don’t succeed:
The early years of Federal Cartridge,” August 17, 2020,
https://anokacountyhistory.org/latest-news/2020/817/if-at-first-you-dont-succeed-the-early-years-of-federalcartridge; Anoka County Union, “Federal Cartridge.”
1
2
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number of employees rose from 15 in January of 1923 to over 500 by the end of the decade. 6 In 1929,

Horn and Lewis sold the company to Franklin W. Olin, who owned the Western Cartridge Company in
Illinois. Horn remained president until January of 1978 and “virtually ran the whole show without any
particular interference . . . from F. W. Olin.” 7 In 1938, Olin founded a charitable giving foundation

primarily for education-related facilities, the Olin Foundation, of which Horn became one of three
trustees responsible for continuing the foundation’s work after Olin passed away in 1951. 8

During these nearly six decades, Charles Horn continued to live and keep his office in Minneapolis, but
was committed to the betterment of the community that embraced his enterprise, many members of

which not only were employed by him, but also personally befriended him. Not the least among these

was Anoka resident Robert Ehlen, who was hired by the Federal Cartridge Corporation in the early

1920s and rose through the ranks to become the plant manager in 1929 and the vice president in

1940, one year before he was elected mayor of Anoka. Under Horn’s leadership, Federal Cartridge put

on several entertainments for the city, notably an annual summer picnic from 1935 through the late

1940s; an annual Christmas party from 1935 through 1960; and spring and fall musicals put on by the
corporation’s glee club, beginning in 1939. During the 1950s, Federal Cartridge contributed money to
a new lighted athletic field and funded a city swimming pool, including a separate wading pool, all

necessary equipment, and changing rooms. In 1963, it provided the remaining $50,000 needed to

meet the goal of the community fund drive for the construction of Mercy Hospital at the Anoka-Coon
Rapids border. 9

But the biggest contribution made by Charles Horn, via the Federal Cartridge

Corporation and the Olin Foundation, to the development of Anoka was the new city hall.

In February of 1951, a building committee was formed to plan the new building. It consisted of Jack
Freeburg and John Ward, City Commissioners; C. Rudolf Johnson, City Manager; E. L. Jorgensen, City
Attorney; William Ridge, City Engineer; and notably, then-Mayor Robert Ehlen. 10 It was Ehlen who

“pitched the idea to Horn of making a series of gifts to create a building fund for a city hall.” 11 In

December of 1951, four months after the existing city hall was declared a fire hazard, Charles Horn

began to do just that, donating $50,000 dollars through the Federal Cartridge Corporation to the city

of Anoka toward the establishment of a city hall building fund. This gift was replicated in 1952, which

Charles Horn, Jr., “Charles Horn, Sr.,” interview with Jason Gengler (January 22 and 27, 1993); National Hardware
Bulletin, “Federal Cartridge Company Taken Over,” (September, 1922); Anoka County Union, “Federal Cartridge.”
7 Charles Horn, Jr., “Charles Horn, Sr.”
8 Gloria Polizzotti Greis, From the Ground Up: The Founding and Early History of the Franklin W. Olin College of
Engineering (Needham: Franklin W. Olin College of Engineering, 2009), 6-7.
9 Charles Horn, Jr., “Charles Horn, Sr.”; Anoka County Union, “Federal Cartridge”; Val Bjornson, “Robert B. Ehlen,” History
of Minnesota, Volume 3 (West Palm Beach: Lewis Historical Publishing Company, 1969), 298.
10 Anoka City Union “Special City Hall Dedication Supplement,”(June 15, 1956).
11 June Anderson,” Anoka County History: Charlie Horn’s gift to Anoka,” ABC Newspapers online (October 2, 2014); “the
Anoka City Hall . . . a gift,” Anoka City Hall dedication program, held at the Anoka County Historical Society.
6
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was enough to warrant the solicitation and selection of an architect, and in February of 1953, the city
enlisted the services of the St. Paul firm of Bettenburg, Townsend, Stolte, and Comb. 12

Bettenburg, Townsend, Stolte, and Comb was the successor to the line of Bettenburg, Townsend, and

Stolte; P. C. Bettenburg & Co.; and Philip C. Bettenburg’s solo practice, which originated circa 1922.

George Townsend and Sidney Stolte joined the firm during the early 1940s. In 1946, Gordon Comb

joined the firm as a designer, subsequently becoming its chief designer before becoming a partner in

1951. By this time, the company was ensconced as the architectural firm of the Minnesota National

Guard, for whom Bettenburg, a career officer, had designed facilities at Camp Ripley and numerous
armories. The portfolio the firm amassed over the course of its existence, however, was widely varied

and also included residential, commercial, industrial, religious, and educational buildings; recreational,
public, and transportation-related buildings and structures; health and scientific research facilities;
penal institutions; and mortuary structures. 13

The specific architect who designed the Anoka City Hall was Gordon Comb. 14 Comb received his
Bachelor of Architecture degree with distinction from the University of Minnesota in 1935. In 1976, he

was advanced to the American Institute of Architects’ (AIA) College of Fellows, “one of the highest
honors the AIA can bestow upon a member.

Elevation to Fellowship not only recognizes the

achievements of the architect as an individual but also elevates before the public and the profession
those architects who have made significant contributions to architecture and to society.”15 Although

Comb specialized in church and hospital designs, the Anoka City Hall was consistently listed among

his principal works in the American Institute of Architects directories, these constituting “six buildings
or executed projects selected by the Architect representing his best work.” 16

Comb’s design for the Anoka City Hall was reported to be partially determined by the “narrowness of
the buildable site along the river and the need to provide as much parking as possible” 17 while seeking

“to use to advantage the distinctive two-level river site in erecting a building that would combine
beauty and functional design” (Figures 3 and 4). 18 While the spatial constraints were undoubtedly a

Anoka County Union, “Federal Cartridge”; Anoka County Union, “New City Hall is One of State’s Finest,” (June 15,
1956).
13 George S. Koyl, American Architects Directory, Second Edition (New York: R. R. Bowker Company, 1962), pp. 53, 130,
679, and 710.
14 “Plot Plan and Title Sheet, City Hall – Anoka, Minnesota,” November 15, 1954. Provided by the City of Anoka.
15 American Institute of Architects, “About the College of Fellows,” 2017, https://network.aia.org/cof/home.
16 George S. Koyl (editor), American Architects Directory, First Edition (New York: R. R. Bowker Company, 1955), li, 105.
Ibid., 130; John F. Gane (editor) American Architects Directory, Third Edition (New York: R. R. Bowker Company, 1970),
172. Alan K. Lathrop, Minnesota Architects: A Biographical Dictionary (Minneapolis, University of Minnesota Press, 2010),
47.
17 Anoka Herald, “Design of New City Hall Started in March, 1953,” (June 14, 1956).
18 “Anoka . . . then and now,” Anoka City Hall dedication program.
12
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FIGURE 3. ARCHITECT’S RENDERING OF ANOKA CITY HALL, EAST AND SOUTH ELEVATIONS

FIGURE 4. ARCHITECT’S RENDERING OF ANOKA CITY HALL, WEST ELEVATION
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consideration, it has not been lost on any number of people who have observed the building in aerial
views that its plan strongly resembles a gun, resulting in the logical assumption that the design was
partially intended as a nod to the involvement of a gun-ammunition manufacturer (Figure 5). Nowhere
in newspapers or other accounts published at the time of the building’s completion, even in an article

dedicated to its design, is any reference made to this resemblance, and then-assistant to the city

engineer, Robert Johnson, has stated that it is coincidence. 19 It seems nearly implausible, however,

that the resemblance is happenstance, particularly considering information provided by Anoka HPC

member Bart Ward. Ward’s grandfather, Herman Zenz, was the superintendent of construction for the

city hall, and Zenz told him that it was common knowledge to those working on the building that its
plan was meant to simulate a Colt 1911. It was also known to Charles Horn’s sons, Bill Horn and Charles
Horn, Jr., with whom Ward was personally acquainted. 20

In either case, the design successfully achieved its goal with respect to functionality and beauty, with
exposure to the river playing a significant role in the latter.

All necessary city functions were

accommodated in the design. The city’s new quarters would have a public lobby, to the south of

which, a long linear section would provide space for the municipal court-city commission room, the
municipal judge’s chambers, and additional office space on the second floor; city business and city

official offices on the first floor; and a community reception hall on the ground level. The second floor

FIGURE 5. PLAN OF CITY HALL, FROM PLAN TITLE SHEET

June Anderson, “Anoka County History: The dam birthplace of Anoka,” ABC Newspapers online (September 30, 2014);
Sue Austreng, “Longtime Anoka devotee, former city engineer dies,” ABC Newspapers online (March 13, 2015).
20 Bart Ward, personal communication (September 8, 2021).
19
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above the lobby would accommodate a meeting room for committees and juries. The design included

all police and fire department functions in the first floor of the wing to the north of the lobby, including

offices for the chief, desk sergeant, and radio operator; interrogation rooms; a bedroom for the matron;

and ten jail cells for the police department. For the fire department, it included a meeting room;
kitchen; locker room; watch room; ambulance garage; and an apparatus room for fire trucks, hoses,
and other firefighting equipment. The ground floor of the wing would have offices for the city

engineer, assessor, and building inspector; receiving and storage rooms; and equipment rooms.
Functionality of the building environment was also addressed, for example, by using tall narrow

windows in the street-side elevation of the south section “to admit a pattern of light but a minimum

of street noise to the public corridors” 21 and terrazzo flooring to withstand heavy foot traffic with

minimal maintenance.

Beauty was achieved through the materials selected to appoint the rooms, such as Italian marble for

the lobby and adjacent staircase walls and cherry and birch wall paneling in the meeting rooms, but in
large part through the use of glass to maintain “the dramatic river and mill dam view for those who
work in or use the building.” 22 The river-side elevation would make liberal use of glass, but the design

additionally extended the view to those walking along the east-side public corridor on the first floor

south of the lobby by using glass partitions rather than opaque walls to divide them from the west-

side city offices, with the additional benefit of enhancing the perception of spaciousness. These
qualities were all reflected in the final plans, submitted in the late summer or early fall of 1954. 23
In the meantime and thereafter, Charles Horn continued his generosity.

The Federal Cartridge

Corporation made a third $50,000 donation in 1953. Then, on July 28, 1954, Horn announced to a
gathering of the Anoka Kiwanis Club and other citizens that not only would Federal Cartridge be
providing another $50,000 toward the city hall later that year, but that the Olin Foundation would be

granting the city with another $225,000, the assumption being that the cost to construct the building
would not exceed $425,000. Ultimately, construction cost $585,000, but it was still entirely shouldered
by the Horn interests, $260,000 by the Federal Cartridge Corporation and $325,000 by the Olin
Foundation. The latter made a final gift of $50,000 in 1956 for interior furnishings and equipment. 24

Ground was broken for construction on February 10, 1955. The general contractor and builder was
the Sheehy Construction Company out of St. Paul, supported by a wide variety of primarily

Minneapolis-based firms. Subcontractors included but were not limited to the Rich-McFarlane Cut
Stone Company (limestone), A. C. Ochs Brick and Tile Company, Northwestern Glass Company

(windows), Hoffer Glass Company (aluminum entrances), Northwestern Marble Corporation (marble),

The Anoka Herald, “Design of New City Hall.”
Ibid.
23 “Charter Vote Assures Anoka New City Hall,” (June 17. 1954), unreferenced newspaper clipping, Anoka City Hall File,
held at the Anoka County Historical Society.
24 “the Anoka City Hall . . . a gift,” Anoka City Hall dedication program; Anoka County Union, “Federal Cartridge.”
21
22
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Aaron Carlson Company (millwork), Grazzini Brothers and Company (terrazzo), Pliam Linoleum

Company, Kerntile Company (acoustic-tile ceilings), Artcraft Plastering Company, Swanson Youngdale,

Inc. (painting), and Business Furniture, Inc. The building was largely completed in time for a dedication
ceremony to be held on June 16, 1956 (Figure 6).25

The dedication program included musical performances by the Anoka high school summer marching

band; the advancing of colors by the American Legion and VFW; a performance of the Star Spangled
Banner by Mrs. Richard DeLong; an invocation by Dr. O. A. Look; and a series of presentations of the

building by the construction company to the architect, by the architect to the building committee, by

the building committee to Federal Cartridge and the Olin Foundation, and by Federal Cartridge and
the Olin Foundation to the City of Anoka. The building was accepted by Mayor Carl Bonnell on behalf

of the city, and a portrait of Charles Horn to be placed in the main foyer on the first landing of the
stairs, painted by prominent artist Cameron Booth, was unveiled. A dedication address was delivered
by Governor Orville Freeman and a benediction by Father William Murphy of St. Stephen’s Catholic
Church. The program was followed by a tour, then refreshments in the new community room. 26 The

response to the building was positive, with C. Rudolf Johnson writing:

In view of traffic passing through the city as it graces its river bank setting, the new city

hall presents an exterior impression of beautiful simplicity. The interior emphasized
and confirms this exterior impression by successfully combining beauty and efficiency
so that the building will give the greatest possible service to the community. 27

In 1971, a one-story, three-bay garage was added to the building, off the north end of the fire
department apparatus room. Documentation contained in the property building permit file indicate
that during the late 1970s, the fire department moved to new quarters, and new office space was

created for the police department, though it would eventually vacate city hall for new quarters as
well. 28

In 1995, a portion of the first floor was remodeled to “create more office space and allow the data
processing department to be combined in one area.” 29 At the same time, energy saving windows were

installed in the community room, city council chambers, and along the Rum River and parking lot sides

of the building. Three years later, a second story was added to an approximately 28-x-35-foot area

Anoka County Union, “City Hall Ready for First Public Open House Sat.,” (June 15, 1956); Anoka County Union,
“Dedication Supplement”; Anoka City Hall dedication program.
26 Anoka City Hall dedication program.
27 Anoka Herald, “Traces City Hall History.”
28 Inspection Record, City of Anoka Building Department, 2015 1st Avenue; Letter, R. A. Odde,, Metropolitan Waste
Control Commission, to Howard Zunker, City of Anoka, dated November 15, 1978. Building Permit file, City of Anoka.
29 Joe Perrin, “’Facelift planned for Anoka City Hall,” Anoka County Union (April 7, 1995).
25
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FIGURE 6. ANOKA CITY HALL, EAST AND SOUTH ELEVATIONS, 1956

FIGURE 7. ANOKA CITY HALL, WEST AND NORTH ELEVATIONS
Local Designation Evaluation
Anoka City Hall

Monark 1956

Photo from City of Anoka

Page 11

adjacent to the main entrance section. Around or at the same time, an addition to house an elevator

was constructed within the junction of the main entry section and what was historically the police
station.

Building permit records from the 2000s indicate the replacement of 18 windows in 2003, and various
interior remodeling projects in 2003 and 2004, many to do with ADA compliance. Also included in

2004 were alterations to what were then the council chamber and the community development office

on the second floor, which originally served both the council and the municipal court. In the 2004
extent of the council chamber, the dais was expanded, for example, and doors were moved. The walls

of the community development office were removed to create a meeting space for 44 people and a

cable TV area for the broadcast of city meetings, with a glass wall and door dividing it from the council
chamber to the north. Other alterations have since been made, including the addition of small offices

within existing larger spaces, and in 2007, the installation of a counter/cashier/receptionist area directly

opposite the main entrance, these functions historically having been located to the south of the
lobby. 30

Building Permit file, City of Anoka; “First Floor Plan, City Hall-Anoka, Minnesota,” November 15, 1954. Provided by
the City of Anoka.
30
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EVALUATION
4.1

DESCRIPTION

Exterior
The Anoka City Hall, constructed in 1955-1956, is built into a slope, and it therefore appears as a two-

story building with one-story wing when facing west toward the front of the building and as a threestory building with two-story wing when facing east toward the back (Figures 8 and 9). For ease of

reference, this description will follow the convention of the architectural plans, which refer to the lowest
story as the ground floor, and the two above as the first and second floors. The plan of the building

is irregular and akin to a gun, with the long, narrow, north-south main section and west section of the

wing forming the barrel, the east extent of the main entry section forming the trigger, the small section

around the vault forming a sight, and the angled west part of the wing forming the grip (see Figure 2).
The foundation of the building is not visible from the street, nor is the surface of the flat roof.

The walls of this steel-frame building are primarily faced in light-tan brick laid in a common-bond
pattern. Limestone details within the brick elevations of the main section of the building include a

FIGURE 8. ANOKA CITY HALL, EAST AND SOUTH ELEVATIONS, 2021, LOOKING NORTH-NORTHWEST
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FIGURE 9. ANOKA CITY HALL, WEST ELEVATION, 2021, LOOKING EAST
stringcourse which runs continuously a few courses below the roofline on all elevations; surrounds for

all windows in the east and south elevations; the sills of all windows on the west elevation; and stone

mullions that run from the ground up to a height equivalent to the lintels of the second-story windows
on the west elevation. Limestone details within the brick elevations of the wing include the window

sills on all elevations; the surround for the former fire engine doors in the south elevation of the east

section of the wing; and the stone trim that ran above and down the west side of the fenestration as
it was formerly arranged for the police station in the south elevation of the center section of the wing.

The walls of the main entry section are clad in limestone panels (Figure 10). The north portion of this
section, which houses a stairwell in the east and the vault in the west, extends west to project slightly

beyond the majority of the rear elevation of the building. All exposed exterior surfaces of this north
portion are also clad in limestone panels, the effect being the appearance of a wide stone column
dividing the main section from the wing (see Figure 9). Limestone cladding is additionally present on

the south and east walls of the first-story recess on the south elevation (Figure 11), and on the added
elevator section. All original walls, whether faced in brick or limestone, feature limestone coping.
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FIGURE 10. ANOKA CITY HALL, MAIN ENTRANCE FACADE, 2021, LOOKING WEST

FIGURE 11. ANOKA CITY HALL, SOUTH ELEVATION, 2021, LOOKING NORTH
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The walls of the added 28-x-35-foot area atop the south end of the west part of the wing, adjacent to

the north wall of the main entry section are faced in stucco-clad panels, which are the size of the

limestone panels and in a matching hue.

Fenestration in the façade of the main entrance section retains its original configuration and is recessed

within three equally sized bays occupying the southern 5/8 of this elevation, which are created by three
limestone-clad pilasters, one at the south end and two evenly spaced to the north (Figure 12; see

Figure 10). In the central bay, the first story holds aluminum-framed plate-glass double doors under

a full-width transom window. Above the transom window are two aluminum spandrel panels, which
divide the first and second stories. The second story holds a nine-light fixed window with aluminum

muntins, above which are shorter spandrel panels, also aluminum. The exterior bays are arranged in

similar fashion, except that nine-light fixed windows having aluminum-faced bulkheads occupy the

lower story. The exterior bay arrangement is replicated in the south elevation of the main entrance

section, through recessed to a lesser degree, while opposite it on the north elevation is a full-height
21-light (three wide by seven high) window with aluminum spandrels only at the top.

FIGURE 12. ANOKA CITY HALL, MAIN SECTION, LOOKING NORTHEAST
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South of the entrance section, the façade (east elevation) of the main section is fenestrated with
narrow, single-light replacement windows within the original openings. These openings are regularly

spaced within the northern approximately 7/8 of the elevation, 14 to each story, and originally held

stacked three-light windows (see Figure 6). The south elevation of the main section includes an original
10-light (two wide by five high) window with aluminum muntins and an aluminum spandrel above near
the west end (see Figure 11). Below it, within the stone-faced recess that occupies the first story, is a

six-light window of the same width. In the east half of the recess is an aluminum-framed plate-glass
door with a sidelight of equal width and divided by a horizontal muntin. The door frame is wide, while
the muntin is narrow, and the resultant appearance is incongruous, suggesting that these are
replacements.

North of the entrance section, the first story of the east elevation of the west part of the wing is
fenestrated with three replacement windows, configured in the same manner as those present
historically, with two vertically oriented, taller panes situated over one horizontally oriented shorter
pane (Figure 13). The same type of window is present above these in the 1997 addition.

The two former garage doors in the south elevation of the center section of the wing have been infilled,

each with brick facing above quadrupled taller over shorter two-light windows having limestone sills

FIGURE 13. ANOKA CITY HALL, FORMER POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS WING, 2021, LOOKING NORTHWEST
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and brick-faced bulkheads. To their west is another replacement window with two vertically oriented

taller panes over one horizontally oriented shorter pane. The window opening to their east has been
infilled with brick. The recess to the east of the former window opening was historically present, but

the south-facing pedestrian door has been replaced with a full-height divided window with a metal

spandrel, and paired two-light aluminum-framed replacement windows with a limestone sill are in its
east-facing wall (see Figure 13).

The three former fire truck-sized door openings in the south elevation of the east section of the wing

have been infilled, the two eastern openings with quadrupled windows in the same fashion as those

in the center section of the wing. The western opening is similarly configured, but houses a tripled

window with an adjacent pedestrian door. The east elevation of the east section of the wing is not
fenestrated (see Figure 13).

All windows on the west elevations of the main section and west part of the wing are replacements
within the original openings, each opening occupying the full width between the stone mullions. In
the two upper stories of the main section, the configuration of the windows replicates that present

historically, in which two vertically oriented, taller panes are situated over one horizontally oriented
shorter pane. In the ground level of the main section, the four exterior windows on each end are

configured in the same manner; however, historically the configuration was reversed in these windows

so that the horizontal section was on top. Between these, the replacement fenestration has been
configured in a manner generally consistent with that historically present. Historically, the south

entrance on this elevation held an aluminum-framed glass door with a narrow sidelight on the south,

over which was a transom window divided at the same width as the door/sidelight junction. The same
arrangement was present in the two adjacent north entrances, although the sidelight in the southern

of these two was on the north. In the current configuration, the aluminum framing is wider, and the
transom window is not divided. Historically, the eight regularly spaced, full-height windows between
the north and south entrances had two shorter upper panes over two longer lower panes. If the eight

windows were considered as four pairs, within each pair, the interior panes were narrower than the

exterior ones. The current configuration is the same, but the interior and exterior panes are of equal
width.

In the ground story of the west elevation of the west part of the wing, the windows were the same as
those in the upper two stories of the west elevation of the main section, and these similarly have been

replaced in kind. The configuration has been extended to the first story, but these were originally

occupied by horizontally barred security windows, given that they then served the detention cells,

interrogation room, and office of the chief of police. The windows in the west elevation of the addition

match those installed below.

The north elevation of the west section of the wing holds two louver windows/vents in the west half,
both in the ground story (Figure 14). In the east half of this elevation are two nearly full-height,
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FIGURE 14. ANOKA CITY HALL, NORTH AND WEST ELEVATIONS OF WING, 2021, LOOKING SOUTHEAST
projecting header-brick surrounds. Within the western of the two surrounds, an aluminum-framed
plate-glass door with a tall transom light is located in the first story, and above it is a tall glass-block

window. Within the eastern of the two surrounds, a tall glass-block window is located in each story.
Set back from the north elevation, a tall, relatively wide interior chimney stack, faced in brick and with
limestone coping, extends above the roof of the west part of the wing.

Banks of replacement windows in original openings wrap around the west and north elevations of the

center section of the wing visible at the rear of the building (see Figure 14). The ground-story windows
are short and horizontally oriented, and they include single-light windows along with louver

windows/vents. The first-story windows are stacked two high below aluminum spandrels, all of the

same height as the ground-story windows. Originally, the spandrels were not present, and the upper
panes were twice as high as those below.

The west elevation of the east section of the wing has a single louver window/vent in the ground story

and an added single 1/1 window in the first. In the west half of the first story of its north elevation,
once occupied by a single window opening (see Figure 7), another window of this type and quadrupled

single-light fixed windows have been added, none in the original location. In the east half, at the
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elevation of 1st Avenue, a former vehicle door and adjacent pedestrian door have been infilled with

brick, except at the west end of the former vehicle door, where a new pedestrian door has been

installed. The driveway has been replaced with a sidewalk and adjacent landscaping. Adjacent to the

ground story of the west half of the north elevation is the one-story, flat-roofed, concrete-block garage
constructed in 1971 (see Figure 14). The west elevation of the garage includes three vehicle bays and
on the south end, a pedestrian door.

Overall the exterior integrity of the building, particularly the main massing, is very good. Changes in

this part of the building have consisted primarily of window replacements, which were largely made in

a historically sympathetic fashion. The second-floor addition to the wing is in keeping with the style

of the building, and though its cladding is of a different material, it matches in hue and panel
dimensions. While the wing formerly devoted to the police and fire departments has been more

substantially altered by the loss of the vehicle doors, the bays are still identifiable, defined as they are
by the surrounding brick and limestone trim, and the liberal use of glass within the bays evokes the
glass vehicle doors that were historically present.
Interior
With the exception of the public service counter and associated walls added in 2007 and a Plexiglas

barrier added to it in 2020 as a Covid-19 safety measure, neither of which appear to have removed

historical materials, the lobby of the building is as completed in 1956. The Red Levanto marble wall
remains at the back of the counter area, with the attached aluminum lettering that reads “ANOKA CITY

HALL / GIFT TO THE CITY OF ANOKA FROM THE / FEDERAL CARTRIDGE CORPORATION / 1955” and
an inset plaque identifying Charles L. Horn, Robert B. Ehlen, and A. Robertson as the President, Vice

President, and Secretary/Treasurer, respectively (Figure 15). All other original major materials are also

present, including the Loredo Chiaro marble walls, the acoustic tile ceilings, and the terrazzo flooring.
The latter includes a tile at the front of the public counter which contains a brass inset of the building

in plan in relationship to abstractions of the Rum and Mississippi rivers, Main and Ferry streets, and
Second Avenue. This tile presents the strongest evidence for the intentionality for the building to

resemble a gun, as it ensures that the plan is not lost on the majority of the building’s viewers, i.e.,

those seeing it from the ground (Figure 16). Original materials extend to the main stairwell, where the
portrait of Charles Horn remains on the wall of the first- to second-story landing (Figure 17). Below it

is a panel installed in 2006 to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the city hall, recognizing Horn as

“Anoka’s greatest industrialist and benefactor,” and the Federal Cartridge Corporation as the city’s

largest employer.

Substantial changes have been effected in parts of the building interior. The plate glass, for example,
that once divided the first-floor offices to the south of the lobby from the public corridor has been
lost, as has the public corridor, as this entire section of the first floor was heavily remodeled. Clerestory

windows that were located in the second-story corridor are now obscured by a dropped ceiling.
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FIGURE 15. ANOKA CITY HALL, WALL BACK OF LOBBY COUNTER, 2021, LOOKING SOUTHWEST

FIGURE 16. ANOKA CITY HALL, TERRAZZO TILE WITH BRASS INSET OF BUILDING PLAN, 2021, LOOKING WEST
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FIGURE 17. ANOKA CITY HALL, PORTRAIT OF CHARLES HORN AT FIRST FLOOR TO SECOND FLOOR LANDING,
2021, LOOKING EAST
The first floor of the wing has been heavily revised, due to the departure of the police and fire

departments and the need to convert it into office spaces. Yet, despite these and other alterations,
the building retains a good amount of its original design, materials, and details, particularly in the
publicly accessible areas of the building. These include but are not limited to additional terrazzo

flooring in the hallway of the originally present second floor, cork flooring in the council chamber, and
multi-colored asbestos-tile flooring in the community room; terrazzo stairs and aluminum railings in

the original two stairwells; ceramic glazed-tile walls of the south stairwell and the west wall of the
corridor of the second floor of the south section; wood paneling on the east wall and wood detailing

on the west wall of the same; aluminum lettering applied to walls indicating the locations of the

committee room, council chamber, and community hall and restrooms; marble cladding and cherry

wood paneling in the committee room and council chamber; and acoustic tile ceilings, though it should
be noted that not all of the ceilings are original (Figures 18 through 27).

Although the south part of the first floor has been closed off to the public, circulation and functions

within the main section of the building are largely as they were originally, with north-south corridors
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FIGURE 18. ANOKA CITY HALL, VIEW DOWN SECOND-STORY CORRIDOR, 2021, LOOKING SOUTH

FIGURE 19. ANOKA CITY HALL, EXTERIOR OF COMMITTEE ROOM, 2021, LOOKING SOUTHEAST
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FIGURE 20. ANOKA CITY HALL, SECOND-STORY CORRIDOR, WEST WALL, GLAZED TILE WITH WOOD DETAIL,
2021, LOOKING SOUTHWEST

FIGURE 21. ANOKA CITY HALL, SECOND-STORY LANDING AND SOUTH STAIRWELL, 2021, LOOKING WEST
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FIGURE 22. ANOKA CITY HALL, COUNCIL CHAMBER, FROM 1956 DEDICATION PROGRAM

FIGURE 23. ANOKA CITY HALL, COUNCIL CHAMBER, 2021, LOOKING NORTH
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FIGURE 24. ANOKA CITY HALL, COMMITTEE ROOM, FROM 1956 DEDICATION PROGRAM

FIGURE 25. ANOKA CITY HALL, COMMITTEE ROOM, 2021, LOOKING SOUTH
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FIGURE 26. ANOKA CITY HALL, COMMUNITY ROOM, FROM 1956 DEDICATION PROGRAM

FIGURE 27. ANOKA CITY HALL, COMMUNITY ROOM, 2020, LOOKING SOUTH-SOUTHWEST
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providing access to offices and public spaces on both sides but primarily on the west, and to stairwells
at the north and south ends of this section. The first floor of the west part of the wing similarly retains

its north-south corridor, though the spaces to the east and west are now offices and other rooms
rather than detention cells and police lockers.

4.2

SIGNIFICANCE

The Anoka City Hall is an excellent example of the Midcentury Modern style as applied to a public
building. Mid-Century Modern architecture was the post-World War II outgrowth of the broader

Modernist design movement, to which historical-revival styles were anathema. This movement came

of age in Europe and disseminated to the United States during the 1920s. Here, its starker, machineinfluenced expression, the International Style, was advanced by the late 1930s arrival of the Bauhaus

founder Walter Gropius and affiliated architects such as Marcel Breuer and Ludwig Mies van der Rohe,
after the Nazi Party deemed the school’s values incompatible with its agenda. 31

The International Style, the influences of which are evident in the city hall, was defined architecturally

in the early 1930s by three principles. The first was architecture as volume, “in which the creation of
space by floors supported by piers of metal or reinforced concrete allowed for flexibility in plan”, 32

with the piers being conducive to the preferred open floor plans. This principle additionally found
expression in rectilinear forms, smooth surfaces, windows with light metallic frames, and flat roofs. The

second principle was regularity over axial symmetry, particularly in commercial and industrial buildings,
expressed in equal spacing of piers and an emphasis on horizontality, typically assisted by the inclusion
of ribbon windows. The third was an avoidance of applied decoration, with restraint in the use of
color. 33

Other influential expressions of Modernism, however, less sterile and restrictive than the International
style, also took root in the United States during the late 1930s. Frank Lloyd Wright, for instance, was

equally committed to a break from the past, but approached it from the opposite end of the machine-

versus-nature dichotomy. His organic take on Modernism, being captured anew in the first of his
Usonian houses, allowed for liberal use of warmer materials like brick, wood, and stone when

conditions dictated and for forms that more fluidly interpreted the results of attending to function.
Finnish transplant Eliel Saarinen and his son, Eero, were collaborating on a number of designs. Eliel’s

take on Modernism has been characterized as “non-ideological,” one that would allude to traditional
styles yet with “no signs of literal revivalism.” 34 After his death in 1950, Eero would go onto create a

Hasan-Uddin Khan, International Style: Modernist Architecture from 1925 to 1965 (New York: Taschen, 1998), 91, 100101.
32 Ibid., 67.
33 Ibid., 67-70.
34 Paul Goldberger, Eliel and Eero Saarinen, Three Centuries of Notable American Architects (New York: American
Heritage Publishing Company, 1981), 305; Paul Goldberger, “The Cranbrook Vision,” The New York Times Magazine
(April 8, 1984).
31
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significant body of work constituting “a new kind of modern architecture that would combine the clean
lines of the International Style with something of the ‘Americanness’ and familiar imagery of Frank
Lloyd Wright.” 35

As Eero Saarinen’s designs indicate, while any number of buildings constructed in the decades
following World War II were decidedly International or organic, no shortage existed of clearly
Modernist designs that were not.

Common to both restrictive and relaxed interpretations of

Modernism, however, and constituting the crux of Mid-Century Modern style is an architectural
philosophy based on functional orientation, avoidance of extravagances of detail, clean simplicity of
lines, and an embracement of alternative technologies and materials.

Architecture cast in this mold resonated with contemporary observers in a culture that had become so

accustomed to making sacrifices in all its material aspects, out of necessity during the Great Depression

and out of patriotism during the war, that excesses were seen in a negative light. The spirit of the age

dictated that buildings be “separate . . . from the bombast of the past.” 36 Once, therefore, wartime

restrictions on building were lifted and construction could be resumed in earnest, Modernism found a
relatively clear path to acceptance in the built environment of the United States.

The City Hall exudes the Mid-Century Modern style in the vein of the more relaxed interpretations of

Modernism which existed during the post-World War II era in the United States. Despite its unique

plan, the Comb-designed building presents as generally rectilinear from all primary viewing angles,

which along with the smooth face of the main section’s façade; regularity over symmetry in the
arrangement of fenestration; flat roof; and absence of ornamentation and color alludes to the

International style. On the other hand, the building uses warmer cladding, i.e., brick, and it leans more

toward verticality than horizontality due to the nearly full-height continuous mullions on the west

elevation of the main section; the vertical orientation of the east elevation windows south of the main

entrance section; and the stone pilasters at the front of the main entrance section. The main entrance

section imparts the building with stone cladding and, through the pilasters, a suggestion of columns

reminiscent of the Classical Revival and Neoclassical styles which historically were the rule for public
buildings; however, it successfully avoids literal revivalism through a clean-lined, rectilinear,

unornamented interpretation of these features. As such, it constitutes an excellent representation of
the non-ideological vein in Modern architecture.

The Anoka City Hall was constructed in 1955-1956 to house all municipal functions of the city, the
police department, and the fire department, and to provide a gathering space for the community. It

is the direct result of the munificence of Charles Horn, an individual who has been recognized as
Anoka’s greatest industrialist and benefactor, for his generosity exemplified by acts such as funding

Alice T. Friedman, “Eero Saarinen: Modern Architecture for the American Century,” Places Journal, 2010,
https://placesjournal.org/article/modern-architecture-for-the-american-century/.
36 Chester Nagel, quoted in Leland M. Roth, American Architecture: A History (Boulder: Westview Press, 2001), 411.
35

Local Designation Evaluation
Anoka City Hall

Page 29

the city hall and for his successful growth of the Federal Cartridge Corporation, which became Anoka’s
largest employer.

As such, the Anoka City Hall building meets three of the criteria for designation as established by the

Municipal Code: The building embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type

(Criterion 1); it has character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage, or cultural
characteristics of the city (Criterion 5); and it is identified with a person who significantly contributed
to the culture or development of the city (Criterion 7).

The Municipal Code does not address aspects of integrity as are considered when determining the
eligibility of a property for the National Register of Historic Places. As noted in the previous section,

however, the exterior of the building and many of the publicly accessible areas of the interior are
strongly in keeping with their original design and appearance. The Anoka City Hall therefore strongly

represents its historical identity and significance, and as such, it is recommended for local designation.
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MANAGEMENT SUMMARY
The City of Anoka (City) is seeking to have properties that are significant in the history of Anoka

formally designated as heritage preservation sites, structures, or districts, as appropriate to the

property type. One of these properties is the Giddings “Stone House” (Stone House) located on the

west bank of the Rum River, south of the Main Street bridge. For a structure to achieve designation,

it must meet at least two of the eight criteria outlined in Anoka Municipal Code Article III, Section 38-

72(c), and as part of the approval process, a report of the evaluation of a building’s ability to do so

must be prepared and submitted to the Anoka Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC), per Section

38-72(b). The City contracted with Deco Cultural Services LLC (Deco) to conduct the evaluation and
prepare the report. The evaluation, which included a literature review and field documentation, was

performed in July-October of 2021. Andrea Pizza served as Principal Investigator.

The construction date of the Stone House has not been confirmed, but it is known to be no later than
1932. Other sources have suggested that the stone structures once located at the Giddings property

were constructed around the turn of the twentieth century. As such, although a precise construction

date is not available, the Stone House was more likely than not constructed prior to 1930, in which
case it would meet Criterion 4.

Thaddeus P. Giddings made a significant contribution to the entertainment culture of Anoka through

the establishment of the Windego Park Auditorium and the subsequent planning of entertainments
there. The Stone House, however, is not associated with that effort, nor with his significance as a music

educator, particularly as the bulk of his important work was carried on in other locales. It is therefore
left to the discretion of the HPC to interpret the Municipal Code as to whether the Stone House, simply

by virtue of having at some point been owned and used by Thaddeus Giddings, even if it does not
represent the reasons for his historical significance, meets Criterion 7.

Based on newspaper articles written during the mid 1990s, when the Stone House was added to the
ACHS list, and during the late 2000s through mid 2010s, when decisions regarding the preservation of

the structure were being made, the Stone House has been frequented for decades by Anoka’s youth

and is remembered fondly in that regard. As such, it could be an established and familiar visual feature

of the city for those who grew up there, and it therefore may meet Criterion 8. Again, it is left to the
discretion of the HPC to determine whether the Stone House meets this criterion, given that the visual
feature does not appear at present as it did historically, particularly prior to 1930.

The Municipal Code does not address aspects of integrity as are considered when determining the

eligibility of a property for the National Register of Historic Places. It is noted, however, that the Stone
House has undergone a substantial loss of integrity.
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INTRODUCTION
The City of Anoka (City) is seeking to have properties that are significant in the history of Anoka
formally designated as heritage preservation sites, structures, or districts, as appropriate to the

property type. One of these properties is the Giddings “Stone House” (Stone House). This property is

located on the west bank of the Rum River, just south of the Main Street bridge, in the SW ¼ of the
SE ¼ of the SE ¼ of Section 1, T31N, R25W. For a structure to achieve designation, it must meet at

least two of the eight significance criteria outlined in Anoka Municipal Code Article III, Section 38-72(c).
As part of the approval process, a report of the evaluation of a structure’s ability to do so must be

prepared and submitted to the Anoka Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC), per Section 38-72(b).
The City contracted with Deco Cultural Services LLC (Deco) to conduct the evaluation and prepare the
report.

1.1

STRUCTURE OF THE REPORT

The next chapter describes the methods used in the investigation and is followed by a chapter that

provides a detailed historic context for the property. The final chapter provides an evaluation of the
eligibility of the property under the significance criteria. It includes a detailed description of the Stone
House, and it examines the significance of the property within the framework of the historic context.

FIGURE 1. LOCATION OF PROPERTY
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FIGURE 2. PROPERTY OVERVIEW (ARROW INDICATES STONE HOUSE)
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METHODS
The objective of the evaluation was to determine whether the Stone House is eligible for local

designation as a heritage preservation structure. Eligibility is based on the eight significance criteria
outlined below, at least two of which must be met for a structure to qualify for the city register:


(1) The structure embodies a distinguishing characteristic of an architectural type;



(2) The structure is identified with the work of an architect or master builder whose
individual work has influenced the development of the city;



(3)

The structure embodies elements of architectural design, detail, materials, or

craftsmanship that represents significant architectural innovation;


(4) The structure was constructed prior to 1930;



(5) The structure has character, interest or value as a part of the development, heritage or
cultural characteristics of the city;



(6) The structure was the location of a significant historical event;



(7) The structure is identified with a person who significantly contributed to the culture or
development of the city; and



(8)

The structure's unique location or singular physical characteristics represent an

established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community or the city as a
whole.

2.1

LITERATURE SEARCH

A literature search was conducted to obtain information used to develop a detailed, relevant historic

contexts. It included but was not limited to a review of digital images, subject files on the Giddings

family and the Stone House (filed under “Igloo”), and a dissertation on/biography of Thaddeus
Giddings held at the Anoka County Historical Society (ACHS); as well as primary and secondary sources,

available online or held at the Minnesota Historical Society, pertaining to the history of Anoka and the

Giddings family. These included newspapers, county and local histories, biographical summaries, and
a history of the founding of the Interlochen National Music Camp.

2.2

FIELD SURVEY

A survey of the property was performed on July 15, 2021. Andrea Pizza served as Principal Investigator

and conducted the fieldwork. The exterior and the interior were examined and documented in detail
through field notes and digital photography to generate accurate descriptions.
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HISTORIC CONTEXT
Dr. Aurora W. Giddings arrived in Anoka to practice medicine and surgery in 1854 after graduating

from Albany Medical College earlier that year. Born in Williamsfield, Ohio, Dr. Giddings “came

West . . . to practice in pioneer country” 1 and was the city’s first doctor in residence. In 1856, he married

Mary Simons, also of Williamsfield, who took up residence with him in a house on Ferry Street, on the

west bank of the Rum River. The next year, they welcomed their first child, Lena, and over the following
15 years, six more children: George, W. Augustus, Jesse, Arthur, Thaddeus, and Paul, though W.
Augustus passed away in 1865 at the age of three. 2

A. W. Giddings was a doctor in Anoka for 50 years. He attempted to retire after 40 years and headed
to Florida in the winter, as he noted, “hoping thus to break up my practice. Returning in the spring of

that year – I found that the said practice refused to be broken up and so I have since looked after a

large number of the old friends who refuse to be treated by any other physician.” 3 During his 63 years

living in Anoka, he “was a member of Anoka’s first school board and served, at various times, as
coroner, on the local board of health and was, at the time of his death a member of the pension board
and of various medical societies.” 4

Mary Giddings was active in the Anoka community in various ways. She held the first school in a room
in the Ferry Street house, and she was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, the Good
Templars, the Women’s Christian Temperance Union, “and all movements for moral and civic
betterment.” 5

Mary Giddings passed away in 1914 and Aurora Giddings in 1917. The 1920 census recorded the
owner of the house as Thaddeus, and showed that Lena (now Chase) and her son Ross were also living
there. According to biographer Charles McDermid, the house had been deeded to Thaddeus on
September 4, 1909. 6 Lena’s older son, Roe, was listed in the 1920 census as a renter, though it is
unclear whether he occupied a separate structure on the property. In the same year, Thaddeus was
also entered into the population census for Minneapolis, as the renter of a property on Spruce Place.
In 1930, only Thaddeus, Lena, and Ross were listed at the Anoka house, and in 1940, Lena was listed

Minneapolis Morning Tribune, “Date of Giddings Funeral Not Set Yet,” (February 6, 1917).
Albert M. Goodrich, History of Anoka County and the towns of Champlin and Dayton in Hennepin County, Minnesota,
(Minneapolis:
Hennepin Publishing Co., 1905), 221; Find a Grave, database and images
(https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/50263533/w-augustus-giddings : accessed 29 September 2021), memorial
page for W. Augustus Giddings (1862–5 Feb 1865), Find a Grave Memorial ID 50263533, citing Oakwood Cemetery,
Anoka, Anoka County, Minnesota, USA ; Maintained by Jeffrey C (contributor 46935377) .
3 A. W. Giddings, “Dr. Aurora W. Giddings,” unpublished manuscript held at the ACHS; “After 40 Years,” uncited
newspaper article held at the ACHS.
4 “Death Visits Anoka Homes,” Anoka Union, (February 7, 1917).
5 “Mrs. Giddings Passes Away,” Anoka Union, (November 18, 1914).
6 Charles Maynard McDermid, Thaddeus P. Giddings: A Biography, (Ph.D. dissertation, University of Michigan, 1967),
235n.
1
2
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as the owner, residing in the house with Ross and a housekeeper, while Thaddeus was again recorded
at the Spruce Place address, but not at the Anoka one. The reason for his presence in Minneapolis was
to do with one stage in his nationally renowned career as a music educator.
Thaddeus Philander Giddings, more affectionately known as “T. P.,” began his career in music
instruction at the age of 18 7, when he was hired to teach music at the Anoka schools for two months.
When that stint ended, he “hied . . . to the country aboard one of father’s mules and secured a rural
school for the winter term of four months” 8 before returning to the Anoka schools for the next three
years. In the meanwhile, in the summer of 1889, he attended the American Institute of Normal
Methods (AINM) in Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, which offered more formal training in public school music
instruction. After his last year in Anoka, dismayed that he would not receive the annual raise to which
he had been accustomed, he served briefly as the principal and teacher of a school in rural Centerville,
before making his way to Moline, Illinois. At the public schools there, he taught music using the
Normal Music Course developed by Hosea Holt of the AINM for four years marked by “excellent work”
before being “influenced by an offer of a higher salary and the superior advantages connected with a
residence near a large city, to go to Oak Park.” 9
Giddings spent the period from 1894 to 1910 as the supervisor of music for the Oak Park public
schools, through which he ended up responsible for 95 schools. 10 It was in this capacity, near the end
of his tenure there, that Giddings authored his first book on music instruction, aptly titled School Music
Teaching. 11 He also published several articles in music education journals in the years leading up to
the 1910 publication of the book, by which time he had moved away from the Normal Music Course
and like others coming out of the AINM, was promoting what was known as the “Song Method.” At
its most simplistic, the Song Method had children learn songs by rote, after which the reading of music
could be taught using those songs, rather than attempting to teach them notes, rhythms, and the like
in the abstract. 12 Although, as Giddings himself noted, he had not originated the method, he had
“been singled out as claiming great things for it,” and as a result took it upon himself to “enlighten the
dimly illumined of which there seem[ed] to be a vast number.” 13

Sources vary as to whether T. P. Giddings birth year was 1868 or 1869, the discrepancy possibly fostered by Giddings
himself. In his biography of Giddings, however, McDermid (p. 28) describes official records which place his birth year
as 1868.
8 T. P. Giddings, “Early Events in the Professional Life of One T. P. Giddings,” Music Supervisors Journal 13, No. 3 (1927),
13.
9 H. M. Slauson, “Superintendent’s Report,” Twenty-First Annual Report of the Moline Public Schools of Moline, Illinois,
(Moline: s.n., 1894), 32-33; David G. Poff, “The Lexington Normal Music School and the American Institute of Normal
Methods, 1884-1914,” Contributions to Music Education, 2 (1973), 18.
10 “T. P. Giddings is Chosen,” The Minneapolis Morning Tribune, (April 30, 1910).
11 T. P. Giddings, School Music Teaching: For Superintendents, Music Supervisors, and Grade Teachers, (Chicago: C. H.
Congdon), 1910.
12 Poff, “The Lexington,” 24.
13 T. P. Giddings, “How the Song Method is Used in Oak Park,” School Music 9 (38), (1908), 29, 30, 32.
7
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Soon to be enlightened, if not already, were the music educators of Minneapolis. In 1910, the
supervisor of music for public schools in that city resigned, and Giddings was tapped to fill the vacated
post. In September of that year, The Minneapolis Morning Tribune announced the abandonment of
scales and notes in favor of the Song Method, and despite Giddings’ previously published statement
on not having devised it, the Tribune referred to it as his innovation and deemed him “the first
supervisor of music in the country to undertake such a method.” 14 Undoubtedly, he introduced his
own variations on the theme, and even if he had not, he was clearly one the earliest, most vocal, and
therefore most influential proponents of the Song Method, which came to be known as the “Giddings
system.” 15 In May of 1915, The Minneapolis Sunday Tribune ran a feature on music instruction in the
public schools and noted that 50,000 children were learning under the Giddings system at that time. 16
The next month, Giddings was appointed instructor in public school music by the University of
Minnesota 17 but retained his position with the Minneapolis public schools. All 77 of the latter grade
schools, through his efforts and those of Ruth Anderson, who had already organized eight grade
school orchestras, were soon after authorized for the formation of orchestras under the direction of
professional conductors. 18 A review of The Minneapolis Tribune for the period between 1910 and 1915
alone shows Giddings’ active participation in bettering his adopted community, through numerous
presentations, coordination of conferences, putting on student performances, contributing his own
vocal talents to events, and even knitting mittens for Minneapolis newspaper boys. 19 At the same
time, he was leading, attending, and presenting at national music education conferences, contributing
articles to national music education journals, and putting out a songbook conducive for using his
methods of teaching. 20
As busy as he was during his early years in Minneapolis, T. P. Giddings did not forget the city where he
was born and raised. In 1913, the City of Anoka purchased a vacant lot on the west bank of the Rum
River with the idea of starting a park system, and Giddings, then a member of the Anoka Park Board,
had the idea to construct an amphitheater there, taking advantage of the natural acoustics offered by
the site. Although Giddings attempted to remain in the background, it was commonly known that he
was “the chief promoter of the stadium project and the man to whom most of the credit is due for its
fulfillment.” 21 As a member of the park board, it was his wish that Anoka’s parks be as useful as they

“Music ‘Alphabet’ Is Barred,” The Minneapolis Morning Tribune (September 23, 1910).
“T. P. Giddings Dies; Former Music Head,” Minneapolis Star (March 6, 1954).
16 “Fifty Thousand Minneapolis Children Are Studying Music; School Instruction Starts With Tots in the Kindergarten,”
The Minneapolis Sunday Tribune, (May 2, 1915).
17 “Regents Approve U-Mayo Plan for ‘Medic’ Teaching,” The Minneapolis Morning Tribune, (June 10, 1915).
18 “School Board Has Authorized Orchestras in Grade Schools; Oberhoffer to Act as Advisor,” The Minneapolis Morning
Tribune, (August 28, 1915).
19 “School Supervisor of Music Knits Mittens for Poor Boys,” The Minneapolis Morning Tribune, (November 7, 1915).
20 The Minneapolis Morning Tribune, various articles (1910-1915); Juiching Wang, “Thaddeus P. Giddings,” (accessed
2021), http://www.public.asu.edu/~aajth/history/giddings~t.p/t.p.giddings.html.
21 “Anoka’s Outdoor Bankside Theater Overlooking Rum River is New Departure in Municipal Social Center Movements,”
The Minneapolis Sunday Tribune, (September 13, 1914).
14
15
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would be beautiful, which meant providing recreational facilities such as the amphitheater. An eternal
proponent of youth involvement in the arts, Giddings noted at the time:
The shows that will be given [at the amphitheater] will be of many kinds. Some will be
given by imported talent, but one of the important things will be development of the
young people of the town in appearing at ease before audiences. This is best done by
dramatic and operatic work. There is no limit to what can be done by this civic
theater. 22
Giddings and 23 other individuals and organizations, each put up fifty dollars to fund construction,
and were responsible for coordinating the entertainment until the receipts had covered the
construction cost, after which the amphitheater, which came to be called the Windego Park
Auditorium, and its profits were owned by the City. 23 Partial completion allowed for the entertainments
to begin in late August of 1914, and the amphitheater was fully completed in the summer of 1915. 24
The guarantors were quickly repaid, but even once the City took over, Giddings was the driving force
behind planning amphitheater events, occurrences which dwindled after Giddings retirement from the
Minneapolis Public Schools in 1942, when he spent more time in other parts of the country. 25
In the intervening years, Giddings added to his résumé the positions of instructor of public school
music at the Chautauqua Institution in New York (summers, 1920-1921), the University of Southern
California Los Angeles (summers, 1922-1924), the University of Michigan Ann Arbor School of Music
(summers 1925-1927), and the MacPhail College of Music in Minneapolis (1923-1942). During the
1920s, he and and his student Joseph Maddy co-authored the music instruction books The Universal
Teacher, Instrumental Technique for Orchestra and Band, and the Willis Graded School Orchestra and
Band series. These “became standard equipment in most American school music libraries and for many
years played an important part in the development of high school symphony orchestras,” 26 and in
total, Giddings would publish 157 books of musical instruction in his lifetime. 27
During the same period in which Giddings and Maddy were publishing the aforementioned volumes,
they founded the Interlochen National Music Camp, which came to fruition in 1928, for which Giddings
served as vice president, supervisor of instruction, and member of the board of trustees for 26 years.
In this endeavor:
Maddy and Giddings were revolutionaries. They rejected the education establishment
of their day, identified new goals for education, and established an institution to model
those goals for all the world to see. Sixty-five years later, the National Music Camp,

Ibid.
Ibid.
24 “’As You Like It’ Seen in Anoka’s Completed Open Air Playhouse,” The Minneapolis Morning Tribune, (June 5, 1915).
25 Phil Milham, “’The Giddings Are “Ornery” People’,” Anoka Herald, (November 8, 1951); Frank Edgerton Martin,
“Windego Park Auditorium/Open Air Theater, Anoka,” Minnesota History 65(8), (2018), 287.
26 Norma Lee Browning, Joe Maddy of Interlochen, (Chicago: Henry Regnery Company, 1963), 163.
27 John Beery, “The Legacy of Maddy and Giddings,” Music Educators Journal 79(7), (March 1993), 37.
22
23
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now called the Interlochen Arts Camp, stands as an example of excellence in
international arts education, serving more than 2,000 students each summer. 28
Giddings, in 1933, was described in the music education journal The Musician as “one of the
outstanding teachers of public school music in the United States.” 29, and in 1935, he was admitted to
the Society of Arts and Sciences of New York. In 1939, in honor of his birthday, he was feted in
Minneapolis by 800 of his associates, former pupils, friends, and relatives, who presented him with
$1,500 to be used toward a building at Interlochen. The completed building bears a plaque in honor
of “Thaddeus P. Giddings, Master-Builder in Education.” 30
While Interlochen was a summer program, Giddings, ever the educator, also continued teaching during
the winters after his retirement in Clermont, Florida. It was there that he passed away in March of
1954.
The “Stone House”
During the Giddings family’s occupation of the Ferry Street property, it was landscaped with gardens
and several stone features, but it is unclear exactly when the latter were constructed. A 1995 essay by
staff of the ACHS indicates that they were “built around the turn of the century”; 31 which would
correspond to the period in which A. W. and Mary Giddings were the primary occupants, and in which
Thaddeus Giddings was generally in Illinois. Given the 26 years that have passed since the essay was
written, the source of this date could not be confidently identified by the former staff writer, and the
potential source suggested by her, a short piece written by Thaddeus Giddings for the ACHS, does not
mention when the stone features were built. 32 A 2012 newspaper article states that the structures date
to the early 1900s, but contrarily, that they were the “handiwork of Thaddeus,” and then notes, “nobody
can pinpoint exactly when the stone structures came into the picture.” 33 A photograph of Thaddeus
Giddings and Lena Chase in front of one of the structures (Figure 3), held at the ACHS, is dated 1933,
which therefore provides an “at the very latest” date for that structure.
Identifying the number and nature of the structures historically present is somewhat unwieldy as well,
as reference has been made to both three and four structures. At least four stone structures were
present, though these were not all of the same form and function. In his biography of Thaddeus
Giddings, McDermid identifies one, a building where Giddings hosted parties for his music staff:

Ibid., 40
Edward Bailey Birge, “Supervisor Sketches,” The Musician 38 (January 1933), 6, quoted in McDermid, 281.
30 McDermid, Thaddeus P. Giddings, 408; “Thad Giddings Honored on 70th Year; 800 Gathered Sunday to Pay Tribute to
Veteran Teacher,” Anoka Herald (February 23, 1939).
31 Vickie Wendel, “What is that little stone house in the Rum River?,” Anoka City Newsletter, (Fall 1995).
32 Vickie Wendel, personal communication (September 28, 2021); Thaddeus P. Giddings, “Dear Fellow Histories,”
undated manuscript held by the ACHS.
33 Anna Pratt, “Saving Anoka’s weary stone landmark from the river,” Star Tribune, (August 22, 2012).
28
29
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Anoka County Historical Society 2075.6.18

FIGURE 3. T. P. GIDDINGS AND LENA (GIDDINGS) CHASE IN FRONT OF STONE STRUCTURE, 1933

“Guests recall that picnic facilities were set up in a building which Giddings named ‘The
Igloo,’ an all-stone structure overlooking the Rum River. In essence, it was an outdoor
living room, twenty feet wide and forty feet long, with stone walls and a canvas roof.
It was equipped with stone furniture, cupboards, a water tank, fire place, stage, and
piano.” 34
This building is almost certainly the stone building with canvas roof shown in a 1945 postcard
captioned “A Beauty Spot On Rum River” and held in the ACHS subject file for “The Igloo” (Figure 4),
which appears to have been higher up on the riverbank. In addition to “The Igloo” were three smaller
stone structures on a lower-elevation island, which was surely relatively higher and drier when they
were built (Figure 5). One of the structures in Figure 5 was connected to the riverbank by a stone
bridge, as shown in a photograph that is undated but previously has been estimated to date circa the
1920s and, based on the presence of the Lincoln Mill in its entirety, must predate 1932 (Figure 6).

34

McDermid, Thaddeus P. Giddings, 236.
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Anoka County Historical Society 2018.1242.003

FIGURE 4. “THE IGLOO,” SHOWN IN A 1945 POSTCARD

1

2

3

Anoka County Historical Society PCSM104

FIGURE 5. THREE STONE STRUCTURES ON THE RUM RIVER, UNDATED (“2” IS THE STONE HOUSE)
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FIGURE 6. THE STONE HOUSE, UNDATED (PRE-1932)

Anoka County Historical Society, Igloo file

Whether additional stone structures were ever built is unknown, as standard historical photographs
covering the whole of the Ferry Street property have not been located, and historical aerial
photographs are not at a scale through which minor structures could be identified, particularly given
tree cover.
A second biography of Thaddeus Giddings describes the grounds based on interviews with two of his
nieces and one grand-niece:
Giddings took great delight in doing family things, and often had the whole clan
together at his home on Ferry Street, which consisted of a house, to which he had
added room after room, and also many odd little cubicles in the yard which were
spaced a few feet apart and were totally unconnected to the house. He also had built
a huge barn with fireplaces at either end; there were in addition many barbecue pits or
apparatuses, with stones on top of them and ‘igloo’ type structures at the bottom. In
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addition to all of these odd pieces about the yard, he had the usual decorative items,
such as little windmills, etc. Although some of these items were useful, many were not;
they were built by men who were out of work during the depression, and Giddings
hired them to put a little money in their pockets. Unfortunately . . . the little artifacts
are no longer in the backyard. 35
According to local historian Paul Pierce, a waterfall feature was also present on the property. 36
As the “artifacts” have disappeared, so too have nearly all of the “cubicles” and other structures.
Because both natural and human elements have taken their toll over the past several decades, only
one structure, that depicted in Figure 6, remains. It is commonly referred to in the present as the
“Stone House,” and it has been popular in the post-Giddings era with local children who grew up to
have “fond memories of exploring the stone house along the riverbank.” 37
In the summer of 1994, the Stone House was placed on the Anoka County historic sites list then kept
by the ACHS, but which apparently is no longer maintained. The rationale for adding it to the list
appears to have been a simple association with Thaddeus Giddings. Later that year, in an attempt to
stave off further erosional damage to the structure, the company Minnesota Smallmouth Bass, Inc.,
footed the bill for and conducted a river dredging project to build up the island upon which it is
located. The city had a second dredging effort carried out as part of a larger river project in 2008,
which was to restore the channel near the house to its historical-era configuration and further stabilize
the riverbank. 38
In 2011, the site of the Giddings home at 1900 S. Ferry Street, though not the house itself, was
designated as a Heritage Preservation Site, but as the legal boundaries associated with 1900 S. Ferry
Street do not extend into the river, the Stone House was not included in the site. Later that year,
sections of concrete culvert pipe were installed to the north of the structure to divert high waters. In
February of 2012, the Giddings house was demolished, and later that year, the City began looking at
its options for either preserving the Stone House or leaving it to the elements. In August of that year,
it was decided to install rebar and spray the interior with shotcrete as a stopgap measure for preserving
the structure until other measures could be decided upon, and the work was carried out that October.
Since that time, a stone mason has been working to restore the castellations historically present at the
roof of the structure. 39

Bonita R. Melting, “Thaddeus Philander Giddings: A Biography,” unpublished manuscript held at the ACHS (November
18, 1971), 14.
36 Paul Pierce, personal communication (September 28, 2021).
37 Mandy Froemming, “River work to include clearing around stone house,” Anoka County Union, (October 17, 2008).
38 Clark Palmer, personal communication (date); T. W. Budig, “Giddings Stone House designated historical site,” Anoka
County Union, (June 3, 1994).
39 Memo, Erik Thorvig, City of Anoka Associate Planner, “Heritage Preservation Site Designation; 1900 S. Ferry Street,”
(June 17, 2011); Pratt, “Saving Anoka’s weary”; Mandy Moran Froemming, “Anoka sorting out future of Rum River stone
house,” Anoka County Union, August 10, 2012; Froemming, “Anoka to stabilize historic stone house,” Anoka County
Union, October 5, 2012; Paul Pierce, personal communication (September 28, 2021).
35
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EVALUATION
4.1

DESCRIPTION

The Stone House is a circular-plan structure constructed prior to 1932. The walls are mortared

rubblework of large, local river rock. At present, it measures approximately ten feet high and 15 feet

in diameter. Six openings are located within the structure walls, forming “doorways” and “windows.”
The north, northwest, and southwest openings are squared doorways approximately six feet high
(Figures 7 and 8). The south and northeast openings are approximately five-foot-high window

openings, which are generally elliptical (Figures 9 and 10). The southeast opening is a wide arched

doorway, roughly six-and-a-half to seven feet high (Figure 11). Stones bordering the southern
openings can be matched to those visible in Figure 6, demonstrating that the southwest and southeast

doorways were formerly narrow windows, and they have been substantially enlarged, particularly the
southeast doorway. The south window, within which the girl is sitting in the historical photograph, is
generally as it was. The north openings are not visible in any early photographs.

Crenellations have been restored to the roofline, but they have been made shorter and wider than
those present historically and irregularly spaced, and therefore they are off their original placement.

They also lack the single pointed stone centered at the top of each merlon historically (see Figures 6
and 9).

The floor of the Stone House is concrete, which was installed in the 2000s or 2010s. The interior walls

and the ceiling are clad in shotcrete, which has been subject to a fair amount of graffiti (Figure 12).

The southeastern portion of the island upon which the Stone House is located has been paved in
asphalt (see Figure 11).
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FIGURE 7. STONE HOUSE, 2021, LOOKING GENERALLY SOUTH AT NORTH “DOORWAY”

FIGURE 8. STONE HOUSE, 2021, LOOKING GENERALLY EAST AT NORTHWEST (LEFT) AND SOUTHWEST (CENTER)
“DOORWAYS”
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FIGURE 9. STONE HOUSE, 2021, LOOKING GENERALLY NORTHEAST AT SOUTH “WINDOW” (CENTER)

FIGURE 10. DETAIL OF STONE HOUSE, 2021, LOOKING GENERALLY SOUTHWEST AT NORTHEAST "WINDOW"
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FIGURE 11. STONE HOUSE, 2021, LOOKING GENERALLY NORTHWEST AT SOUTHEAST “DOORWAY”

FIGURE 12. STONE HOUSE, DETAIL OF INTERIOR TREATMENT, 2021, LOOKING GENERALLY WEST
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4.2

SIGNIFICANCE

The Stone House does not well exemplify an architectural type nor does it represent an architectural
innovation. The architect and builder are unknown. It therefore does not meet Criterion 1, 2, or 3.

The Stone House did not play a role in the development of the city, nor does it reflect the heritage or
cultural characteristics of any of the groups or communities who have contributed to the makeup of
Anoka’s population. It is not the location of a significant historical event. It therefore does not meet
Criterion 5 or 6.

The construction date of the Stone House has not been confirmed. It appears in a photograph believed
to date to the circa 1920s, and at the very least no later than 1932. Other sources have suggested that

the stone structures once located at the Giddings property were constructed around the turn of the

twentieth century. As such, although a precise construction date is not available, the Stone House was
more likely than not constructed prior to 1930, in which case it would meet Criterion 4.

The Giddings family is known to have had the Stone House constructed behind their property;
however, it is unclear who directed its construction. Although A. W. Giddings served for a half-century

as a physician in Anoka, he did not contribute to the culture or development of the city in a historically
significant way, nor did Mary Giddings or any of Thaddeus Giddings’ siblings. Thaddeus also did not

significantly contribute to the development of the city, but he did make a significant contribution to
the entertainment culture of Anoka through the establishment of the Windego Park Auditorium and

the subsequent planning of entertainments there. The Stone House, however, is not associated with
that effort, nor with his significance as a music educator, particularly as the bulk of his important work

was carried on in other locales. It is therefore left to the discretion of the HPC to interpret the Municipal
Code as to whether the Stone House, simply by virtue of having at some point been owned and used

by Thaddeus Giddings, even if it does not represent the reasons for his historical significance, meets
Criterion 7.

Based on newspaper articles written during the mid 1990s, when the Stone House was added to the
ACHS list, and during the late 2000s through mid 2010s, when decisions regarding the preservation of

the structure were being made, the Stone House has been frequented for decades by Anoka’s youth

and is remembered fondly in that regard. As such, it could be an established and familiar visual feature

of the city for those who grew up there, and therefore it may meet Criterion 8. Again, it is left to the
discretion of the HPC to determine whether the Stone House meets this criterion, given that the visual
feature does not appear at present as it did historically, particularly prior to 1930.

The Municipal Code does not address aspects of integrity as are considered when determining the

eligibility of a property for the National Register of Historic Places. It is noted, however, that the Stone
House has undergone a substantial loss of integrity. As previously noted, both natural and human
environmental factors have taken their toll on the structure, altering the original fenestration and

eliminating the original crenellations. The reconstruction or lack thereof of these elements has
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diminished the original design, materials, and workmanship. The use of shotcrete has had the same
effect. While the intent for stabilization is understandable, shotcrete is not a historically sympathetic

material for stone which infused the structure with a naturalism complementing its riverbank
surroundings.
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